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Celebrating a New Era in Mission: Support the Kairos Mission Appeal

Recently he left his country to 
visit partners in the United States, 
the ELCA synods of Eastern and 
Western North Dakota and the Tex-
as-Louisiana Gulf Coast, as well 
as Global Health Ministries and 
Lutheran Partners in Global 
Ministry (LPGM), building sup-
port for his church's ministry and 
sharing stories of their struggles 
in a time of renewed violence and 
civil insecurity.  His journey out of 
CAR was harrowing, when militia 
shot at his car as he traveled toward 
the border.   He told of burying his 
family’s clothes and valuables in a 
hole in the ground to prevent thieves 
from taking them, only to find 
everything ruined when it was final-
ly safe to remove them from the hole.  

Many people have lost their mate-
rial possessions; many have lost 
their lives. Emmanuel Health 
Center (10EM-P0001), a joint 
project at the invitation of the 
Lutheran church in CAR with Global 
Health Ministries and LPGM, con-
tinues to operate, but the number of 
patients is down, despite the num-
ber of people injured in the fighting.  

Most people have to travel quite 
a distance to reach the hospital, 
explained Rev. Golike, most often 
on foot.  It has not been safe to travel.  
The courage and dedication of the 
Center staff to continue serving has 
been inspirational. 

Rev. Golike is hopeful.  He believes 
that God keeps him safe, and that 
health care fosters peace as people 
otherwise divided are united for 
the sake of healing and life. “By 
God’s grace," Golike said, "things 
will cool down.”  Together with 
Catholic, Protestant and Muslim 
faith leaders, he travels through 
the country, urging people to live 
together peacefully, and train-
ing pastors to help people who 
have suffered trauma.   Through 
dialogue he believes they are 
moving toward a peace that will last.

Rev. Golike is a family man, with 
six mostly-grown children; in 
African fashion four of his grand-
children live with him and his wife.  
He is focused on the future.    He 
worries about access to educa-
tion – there are not enough schools 
– and health care.  He says they 
have very few hospitals and too 
often people die from “a very little 
disease.”   This is what keeps Rev. 
Golike awake at night.  He, and we, 
ask for your prayers for his people.  

President Golike's constant worry 
and work on behalf of his people 
has paid off in maintaining a level 
of peace and security in the western 
region of CAR where the Lutheran 
church is centered.  It is clear that 
support of his church's ministry 
is creating an island of peace in a 
troubled land--indeed, more than 
an island, the Lutheran church in 
CAR and its faithful president, has 
become a dynamic force for peace-
making, to the glory of God.

“As you come to him, a 
living stone rejected by 

many, but in the sight of 
God chosen and precious, 
you yourselves like living 
stones are being built up 
as a spiritual house …”

1 Peter 2: 4

Blessed are the Peacemakers

EELRCA President André Golike

Retirement Brings 
Fulfillment in Mission
Steve and Nancy Laible were look-
ing forward to the opportunity to 
do something “intentional” with 
their retirement. Steve thought 
that opportunity would be in 
Ecuador, but God’s calling would 
be to build and be built up in 
Bangladesh.  Today, twelve years 
later, they are still serving in the same 
remote area of northwest Bangla-
desh through Livingstone School.
  
The school sits in a rice paddy 

about a mile down the road from 
LAMB (Lutheran Aid to Medicine 
in Bangladesh) Hospital.  There 
is a training facility and a nursing 
institute on the LAMB Hospital 
campus, as well as an English-
medium school.  It is a fine school, 
but not accessible to many of the 
children living in the surrounding 
villages.  Many of those children 
are Santal, a tribe whose members 
are often at the margin of the so-
cial structure.  Many Santal fami-
lies cannot afford the fees required 
to attend English-medium schools.

A year after their initial mission 
work ended, and with the help 
of their home church, Nativity 
Lutheran in St. Anthony Village, 
Minnesota, the Laibles returned 
with scholarships that enabled ten 

Livingstone School, continued page 3

Reverend André Golike, President 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in the Central African Republic 
(EELRCA), loves his country.  It is 
a good place, he says, "a Garden of 
Eden.“ 
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The B-line
      by Bea Haagenson      

Urgent need...
Joyce Mtinda, a village hospice 
care worker in Tanzania recently 
visited GHM. She told us about 
her program in the villages and 
mentioned several times the need 
for white twin size flat sheets. If 
you receive those and they are in 
good condition, please do not rip 
them up for bandages but send 
them to GHM as is.  A simple gift 
like a clean sheet makes a big dif-
ference. In addition to the com-
fort, it says “Someone cares.”
You may ask, why do the sheets 
have to be white? This is Joyce 
Mtinda’s preference, and in this 
case as always we try to fill a 
need as specifically as possible. 

And please keep producing 
hospice kits. They are needed and 

always welcome. 
Do you shop at Amazon.com? 
If so, you can support Global Health 
Ministries at the same time because 
our organization is now included 
in the list of charities on the Ama-
zon website. This is how it works:
1)  Go to smile.amazon.com to log-
in to your Amazon account.
2) To select your charity go to 
"Your Account" in the upper right 
corner of the site page.
3)  GHM is listed as Global Health 
Ministries Human Service Organi-
zation, Minneapolis, MN.  There 
are similarly sounding charities 
listed so please choose carefully.
4)  Click the yellow "select" button 
and begin shopping!
Once you set this up, every time 
you log in to smile.amazon.com, 
1/2% of your "eligible" purchases 
will be donated to GHM. Please 
share this information with friends.
Blessings and thank you for support-
ing GHM through AmazonSmile!

Please continue to help us find a 
grounds keeper. 

The grass is growing in our small 
green area. Contact Scott at GHM 
if you or someone you know is 
interested in this labor of love.

The B-line appreciates questions 
from our readers. They can be sub-
mitted to Bea Haagenson at GHM

Tanzania!  A shipment of major medical equipment, much of it donat-
ed by Exempla Healthcare in Denver, left for Arusha Lutheran Medical 
Center and Selian Hospital in mid-May.  We are grateful for the gifts 
of anesthesia gas machines, infant incubators and warmers, and more.
Madagascar!  A container full of basic medical supplies for Manambaro 
and Ejeda Hospitals, a badly-needed x-ray machine for Manambaro and 
sterilizers and vital signs monitors for both hospitals is scheduled to leave 
the warehouse the end of May.  
Cameroon!  The expansion of the Operating Room at Ngaondere Hospital 
means we will be sending equipment to furnish the expanded facility and 
upgrade the existing OR.  
15 container shipments are planned for 2014, and we continue to fill 
suitcases and source priority items for our partners.  GHM’s goal is to 
raise $235,700 for our shipping program this year.  Congregations and 
Synods are encouraged to sponsor a shipment to your companion church 
as part of your global mission commitment. The cost to send a 20’ con-
tainer is approximately $12,000.  Please consider a generous donation in 
support of GHM Shipping.  Project 99-S0000 Shipping.  Thank you!

Shipping News 

Where in the World is GHAP
Global Health Administration Partners (GHAP) has recently traveled to 
Tanzania, where they are consulting on building integrated community-
based primary health care with a Maasai population of 15 villages in ru-
ral Same District.  GHAP consultants Dr. Magdeline Aagard and Claire 
Fleming traveled to Same with Phil Latessa and Dr. Jeffrey Carithers in 
April.  Phil and Jeff are focused on working with the villages to select and 
provide training  for volunteer health workers from each community.  Under 
Jeff’s guidance, the training will be provided by Tanzanian nurse educators 
from Gonja Lutheran Hospital.  On this visit, Magdeline and Claire focused 
on building relationships and laying the groundwork for project evaluation 
to be conducted by the villagers.  The team is working closely with leader-
ship from the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania, Pare Diocese, and 
government health officials, in partnership with Empower Tanzania and To-
tal Health Africa.  This is the first of 4 visits from the GHAP team over the 
next three years.  Subsequent visits will focus on building a referral network 
from the villages through local clinics to Gonja Hospital.  

Your gifts to GHM’s Kairos Appeal are providing the financial resources 
we need to increase the number of GHAP consultations we are able to do, 
including for these underserved Maasai villages.  

The Kairos Mission Appeal has 
raised nearly $100,000 to date in cash 
received and pledged gifts – a 
major step forward as we move to-

wards our $250,00 goal and a new era in mission.  This level of giving has 
triggered the release of a $25,000 challenge grant for the Appeal from the 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Foundation.  We are grateful for their sup-
port and yours as we work to build our overseas partners’ capacity to de-
liver sustainable, measurable improvements in community health.  Gifts 
to the Appeal are helping us double the number of healthcare administra-
tion consultations we do this year, train more people, increase our presence 
overseas, and engage more individuals and congregations in global mission.

To fulfill our mission and meet the needs of our partners, we need to raise 
an additional $150,000 in 2014.  If you have not already made a pledge to 
the Kairos Mission Appeal, we invite you to do so today.  Donations can be 
made online at www.ghm.org, or returned in the envelope enclosed with 
this newsletter.  Please note “Kairos” in the memo field.  Thank you!
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girls from local villages to attend 
the LAMB school – ten girls grate-
ful for unexpected opportunity, but 
so many more eager to learn.  The 
Laibles longed to reach a greater 
number of children in the area 
with the promise of education.  By 
2009, with financial support from 
Nativity and Global Health Minis-
tries, they were able to help open 
Livingstone School.  Today there 
are 200+ children attending Living-
stone School, where fees are heav-
ily subsidized or waived altogether 
for the poorest families, where staff 
makes sure that every child has 
enough to eat so they can learn, and 
where sanitation, clean water, and 
personal and community health has 
been integrated in the curriculum.  

Global Health Ministries has sent 
numerous shipments of supplies and 
medical equipment to LAMB Hos-
pital since 2004, as well as a ship-
ment of 150 first aid kits that trav-
eled to Bangladesh in November, 
2012.  First aid kits were given to 
village volunteers who participated
in basic first aid and disease preven-
tion training, and then took their new 
skills back to their communities.  

This ministry of improving com-
munity health through education, 
training and disease prevention 
is unique to Livingstone School, 
which has now become a gather-
ing place where people from area 
villages come to receive informa-
tion and training that can improve 
their health and the health and well-
being of their families and neigh-
bors.  Congratulations and thanks 
to the Laibles for their service!   
GHM Project #04-LM-P2200

Sharon Courneya is one of 3 fairy 
godmothers, according to her stu-
dents.  Along with Mary, the driver, 
and Nicole, the teacher who man-
ages the transition program for 
Spring Lake Park School District, 
she makes sure that 5 students get 
to Global Health Ministries every 
week to volunteer in the warehouse.  
They are here under the auspices of 
Lifeworks, an organization whose 
mission is “to serve our community 
and people with disabilities as we 
live and work together.”  The stu-
dents are challenged by a range of 
disabilities, from autism to EBD 
(Emotional Behavior Disorder) 
and more.  At Global Health Min-
istries they help with a variety of 
tasks:  sorting, bagging and box-
ing; tearing down packaging for 
recycling; weighing and counting 
items; rolling bandages; record-
ing inventory on the computer.   

Several of the students will gradu-
ate from high school this year, and 
Sharon, a Special Ed teacher, is 
retiring.  She has been bringing the 
group to GHM four days a week for 
several years.  She’ll miss working 
with the kids – she’s proud of how 
much they’ve learned.  They’re 

Livingstone School, continued Livingstone School Receives USAID Grant
Livingstone School is poised for growth.  GHM is excited to 
have been advised recently that we have secured an ASHA 
award in the amount of $145,000 from the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID).  This grant provides funds to build 
classroom space and library space for a secondary school, serving grades 
7 and 8.   This capacity-building project grew out of Steve and Nancy 
Laible’s home church, Nativity Lutheran.  They have partnered with 
Thrivent and Rotary International as well as GHM to bring this vision to life. 

GHM serves as fiscal agent for the project, and brings its reputa-
tion as a respected nonprofit organization recognized for fiscal ac-
countability and sound stewardship practices.  Planning begins now, 
and groundbreaking is expected by October.  More living stones! 
Your gifts to GHM’s General Operating Fund not only “keep the lights 
on” and help us grow, but they also help us provide operational and 
management support for important projects such as these.   Thank you!

Steve and Nancy Laible

News and Notes

Dr. Norm Olson
 Memorial Gathering

Friends and family of Dr. Norm 
Olson will gather to celebrate 
his life at Wabun Park (near 
Minnehaha Park) in South 
Minneapolis on Saturday, July 19 
at noon, Picnic Shelter A.  
Norm was an enthusiastic 
supporter of GHM, serving on our 
board, consulting on many health 
initiatives, and giving of himself 
generously through regular extend-
ed service with African mission 
hospitals.  If you plan to attend, 
please contact Mr. Al Olson, 952-
934-9061, or AJOlson@q.com

Did You Know? 
On average, 100 volunteers help 
out at GHM every week at our 
warehouse in Fridley – if you are in 
the area, you could be one of them!  
To become a volunteer or learn 
more, please contact John Scheck 
at 763-586-9590, or send him an 
email at JohnScheck@ghm.org.

developing skills that will help 
them find jobs, and she knows they 
will be hard-working, good em-
ployees.  Development of social 
skills has been an important benefit 
for the students as well.  One au-
tistic boy, particularly, is interact-
ing more with the other students 
and also other volunteers.   Sharon 
thinks she might continue on as a 
volunteer herself.  Many thanks to 
Sharon and her students, some of 
our wonderful volunteers at GHM.

Volunteer Spotlight
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Dr. Steve Friberg Gathers with Dispensary Colleagues
Recently at Gilai clinic, Drs. Swai, Chitete, and Mchau celebrated 30 years of 
service in isolated Maasai communities.  It was a chance to encourage their 
colleagues and to wish Dr. Chitete well as he leaves for two years of AMO 
training.  Many issues related to the future of the clinics were discussed.  All 
recognized the importance of identifying and training young Maasai doctors to 

gradually assume responsibility of the 
clinics during the next 10 years.  Two 
young and very bright Maasai from 
Ketumbeine village begin clinical of-
ficers’ training at Machame Hospital 
this month.  Their participation at the 
gathering was appreciated and lets us 
look to the future with anticipation.
  
Because many of you contributed to-
ward the Mto wa Mbu X-ray unit, 
we are pleased to report that the con-
tainer has arrived in country.  Dr. Pal-
langyo, radiologist at Mto wa Mbu, 
is pictured standing on the far right.
 
Looking ahead, our family will travel 
to USA in August after Nyika and Zaka 
graduate from high school in July.  
Please pray for our children's transition 
to USA.  The boys will be taking a gap 
year working construction in Superior 
WI before starting college.   Shalai 
will attend a public school in South 
Mpls this fall for 7th grade.   While 
in USA for six months we are looking 
forward to seeing you and visiting our 
supporting congregations.  Thank you 
for making it possible for us to be here.
              Steve and Bethany Friberg


