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What Difference Does it Make?
By Pastor Doug Cox
“Please, share with all people (of GHM) who ‘help the hands that heal’ that they 
have been blessed to be a blessing. Their support will bring improvement at 
the hospital of Ejeda and in the population’s life around the area...On behalf of 
the poor who will benefit from care through our joint efforts, we send you all our 
heartfelt thanks.”
These words, written September 2015, 
came to GHM in an email from the 
Director of the world’s largest Lutheran 
Healthcare system, in Madagascar.  
Over 100 years ago the first American 
Lutheran medical missionary (Dr. J. 
O. Dyrnes) arrived in Madagascar.  In 
1900 he began the island’s first Luther-
an clinic in a context of abject poverty.  
The bare feet of thousands of Malagasy 
people seeking healing wore out the 
three simple stone steps leading into 
his clinic.  Today 11 hospitals, 19 rural 
clinics, and much more are a living leg-
acy to those humble beginnings.  Less 
than 1% of the population was Christian 
in 1900.  Today over 43% of the na-
tion is made up of Christians.  Foreign 
missionaries no longer run the medical 
mission.  It is led by Malagasy Chris-
tians who sacrifice to fulfill their motto, “We bring treatment, Jesus heals.” 

One Lutheran bishop in northern Madagascar heard that some Americans said 
mission work should stop because it doesn’t make any difference.  He immedi-
ately thought of pre-Christian superstitions in Madagascar like the one requiring 
parents to kill their baby if it was born on a certain day.  With tears in his eyes he 
said, “You bring those people to the graves of all the children killed simply be-
cause they were born on the wrong day… and then let them tell me that Chris-
tian mission doesn’t make any difference!”

Whether it is medical treatment, education and development, or faith in the God 
who heals minds, souls, and bodies – GHM’s mission of “helping the hands that 
heal” makes a difference every day.

Thank you for the profound difference you are making in dozens of countries 
including Madagascar, where GHM partners with local people in their efforts to 
bring healing and health as a witness to the love of Christ.  

We Love to Tell the Story
We’re passionate about the work 
we do together, and we love to talk 
about it!  If you would like to in-
vite someone from GHM to speak 
at your church or workplace or to 
any small group, please give us a 
call at 763-586-9590.  Some of the 
topics we’ve been asked to cover:
What is Global Health Ministries?
Top 10 Ways GHM Can Help You 
Impact the World
Unity and Peace-building through a 
Focus on Health
Islam and the Witness of GHM

GHM welcomed Dr. Kibira, orthopedic 
surgeon at Arusha Lutheran Medical 
Centre in Tanzania recently.  15 years 
ago Dr. Kibira received scholarship 
assistance from GHM for continuing 
education; today he performs correc-
tive surgery on children with disabili-
ties at The Plaster House, an ALMC 
project.  When he uses his skills and 
talent to help a child walk, he is also 
enabling him or her to go to school, 
and to play soccer with friends.  He is 
freeing the mother, caregiver for that 
child. GHM provides funding for spe-
cialized training for physicians like Dr. 
Kibira, and scholarships for medical 
officers and lab technicians in Tanza-
nia.  GHM’s General Education Fund 
also helps provide financial assistance 
to nursing students in Madagascar 
and midwives in Ethiopia.  Your gifts 
to this fund are directly “helping the 
hands that heal!” 

Education Matters
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During his most recent visit to the Unit-
ed States, Bishop Jensen Seyenkulo 
stopped by GHM offices in Minneap-
olis.  We were delighted to welcome 
him.  Leader of the Lutheran Church 
in Liberia, Bishop Jensen reflected on 
the healing ministries of the Church 
and the aftermath of the Ebola crisis.  
Ebola has subsided in Liberia – the 
most recent confirmed cases were in 
July – but it is an ever-present worry. 

Curran Lutheran Hospital is a “hub 
for prevention” through its community 
outreach work. The Bishop shared that 
Liberians are a naturally affectionate 
people, “and Ebola loves caring peo-
ple, nice people, loving people.   When 
Dr. Gwenigale (the Minister of Health) 
said no shaking hands, we didn’t take 
it seriously at first.”   Health education 
through community based programs 
encouraged people to change their so-

cial behavior during the epidemic and 
helped loosen Ebola’s grip.  Bishop 
Jensen believes that Ebola failed to 
take hold again in July because peo-
ple have been taught how to respond 
and prevent its spread.   

Much remains to be done in Liberia.  
Phebe and Curran Hospitals lack criti-
cal equipment and basic supplies – we 
need “everything in the world,” ac-
cording to the Bishop.  And he would 
like help training people now  for the 
future.   But he is encouraged. “It was 
a terrible time, but also a wonderful 
time to see what people who love God 
can do working together.”  

Donations to GHM’s General Shipping 
Fund help us make a difference at 
mission hospitals and clinics around 
the world, including Phebe and 
Curran.

Reflections from Liberia

Village health promoters in El Salva-
dor have been distributing bed nets in 
response to an outbreak of dengue 
and Chikungunya fevers. Dengue, 
sometimes called “break-bone fever” 
because it can cause excruciating 
pain, is a debilitating illness trans-
mitted by certain types of mosquitos.  
World Health Organization (WHO) es-
timates that dengue kills 22,000 peo-
ple around the world every year, most 
of them children. Chikungunya is also 
a painful mosquito-borne disease. 
Rarely fatal, symptoms of Chikungun-
ya can nevertheless persist for a long 
time, making it difficult to work or go 
to school. Chikungunya can be a con-
tributing cause of death for the elderly.

This summer, Global Health Minis-
tries provided a grant for the distribu-
tion of bed nets in rural El Salvador 
to help prevent Chikungunya and 
dengue infection. Young children 
and the elderly often sleep during 
the day, when mosquitos carry-
ing these diseases are active. Bed 
nets make a difference by reducing 
the risk of infection among those 
most vulnerable in this outbreak.

Almost 1,200 families have received 
bed nets through The Village Health 
and Development program of the 
Lutheran Church in El Salvador, a 
program supported by GHM. Impor-
tantly, trained village health work-
ers provide education along with 
the bed nets, helping people under-
stand actions they can take to pre-
vent disease. Program coordinator 
Rev. Concepcíon Vanegas says the 
people are encouraged by our sup-
port, motivated to “grow in strength 
and knowledge to take action to im-
prove their health. With pleasure 
and some with significant sacrifice 
they gave $1.00 contribution to the 
program for each net received.”   

News from El Salvador
100 people of all ages gathered at 
GHM’s warehouse on Saturday, 
Sept 12th for a morning of fel-
lowship and fun.  Representing 7 
churches, they were there to help 
sort and organize donated medical 
supplies for shipment overseas.  
Together these churches form 
Wildfire – a collection of congre-
gations that realized they could do 
more together. All are members of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America (ELCA), and all were 
participating in the national ELCA 
day of service called “God’s work. 
Our hands.”  We’re delighted they 
chose to spend a beautiful Minne-
sota morning with us, and we’re 
grateful for their help!  GHM hosts 
many groups for service projects 
throughout the year.  Call John at 
763-586-9590 if you would like to 
know more.
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The B-line
By Bea Haagenson

 At GHM we are always thankful for 
the many donations we receive and 
for the ability to support our overseas 
partners by providing much needed 
supplies and equipment. We also 
appreciate our staff and many volun-
teers who work tirelessly to ensure 
that each shipment is filled with appro-
priate, quality items. When a shipping 
container leaves our dock we pray for 
a safe arrival at the destination and 
we are thankful that yet another goal 
has been met.

This brings the B-line to the final piece 
of the shipping puzzle: Finances.

The cost of sending a 20 or 40 foot 
container from our facility to the over-
seas destination ranges from approxi-
mately $12,000 for a 20 foot container 
to $20,000 or more for a 40 foot.  This 
sounds like a lot of money but con-
sider that the value of the contents of 
any given container can easily exceed 
$130,000.00.

So how do we do it? We depend on 
the grace of God and the ongoing 
generosity of our supporters. We 
would however be remiss if we didn’t 
tell you that often it is difficult to raise 
the funds.  Our appeal, therefore, 
is that you, our friends and readers, 
consider supporting this vital step of 
the GHM shipping program so we can 
continue our mission without delay.  
Any amount will help. Please mark 
your donation “GHM shipping pro-
gram” and may God richly bless you 
for “Helping the Hands that Heal.”

Please join us in prayer for funding 
and safety of each container and for 
our overseas partners whose helping 
hands depend on our generosity. 

Where in the World is GHAP?
As it turns out, GHAP (Global Health Administration Partners) is in lots of places 
this fall. In Tanzania, Community Health Workers (CHWs) in the Pare Diocese 
are collecting data on the households they visit. This is the end of the first year 
of this project to educate CHWs to provide screenings, care and referrals for 
their families and neighbors. The data collected will be compared to data that 
was collected at the beginning of the project, in the summer of 2014.

In October, GHAP consultants Rod Dockter, a retired bank examiner, and 
William Casey, a former hospital administrator, will establish a relationship with 
Baptist Medical Center in Nalerigu, Ghana. They will be assessing current chal-
lenges and opportunities at the medical center, and provide coaching on improv-
ing financial management and reporting.

Also in October, GHAP consultant Ron Ommen will travel to Ethiopia to revisit 
Aira Hospital. Ron last visited Aira in early 2012 and determined that the man-
agement team would benefit from continuing education in their management 
roles. That opportunity came this fall to return and share principles of good 
management with the leaders currently in place.

These continuing relationships can make a difference for the sustainability of our 
partners’ health systems.   Early next year GHAP looks forward to returning to 
Cameroon, and to several other areas in Tanzania.

Hello! My name is Sarah and I am excited to join Global Health Ministries 
for the next year! I’ll be working with Kim Dickey on communications and 
development materials, especially with social media. If you haven’t liked our 
Facebook page, now is the time to do it!

I was matched with GHM through Lutheran Volunteer 
Corps (LVC). LVC is a faith-based, full-time service and 
leadership program that focuses on social justice, com-
munity and sustainability. LVC unites stipended Volun-
teers with financial supporters, non-profit organizations 
and ministries to work for peace with justice.

This is my first time in Minnesota, and I love it! I recent-
ly graduated from Ohio Wesleyan University with a Bachelor of Arts in Medi-
eval Studies and a minor in Journalism. I wanted to dedicate my first year out 
of college to service, as I came to believe that my faith was calling for action 
to help those in need. I am excited to see the ways in which God will use me 
through Global Health Ministries and in the Twin Cities area!
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Your financial support helps ensure access to quality health care for some of the world’s poorest people!
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Please Join Us!
October 10, 2015

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church

     4100 Lyndale Ave South
     Minneapolis, MN 55409

9:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Registration begins at 8:30

GHM’s Annual Conference will focus on the theme: Where Do 
You Fit? Becoming a Champion for Mission.

Register online at ghm.org, or call us at 736-586-9590 for more 
information

Anndi Russell, a Young Adult in 
Global Mission, with children in 
Madagascar


