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Will I Still Carry Water When I’m Dead?

Helping the hands that heal

By Pastor Doug Cox

Women slowly drag plastic jugs of water through a street in Nigeria.  A bystander 
reflects on the scene, “The most difficult women to watch are the ones who have the 
cans tied to their ankles.  They can barely walk, the cans so full and heavy, tripping 
them up and holding them back from the others.”  The women are part of a perfor-
mance called, “Will I Still Carry Water When I Am a Dead Woman?” created by Wu-
ra-Natasha Ogunji.  It’s hard to watch, but far worse is the reality it hopes to high-
light: women around the globe who spend 200 million hours a day collecting water.

Earlier in 2016 I visited several villages in Nigeria and water came up again and 
again.  Villagers would either thank GHM for access to water (usually a well) or 
ask when they could get water.  Water, however, was always a topic.  

This year our GHM annual conference focuses on water.  Half the world’s 
malnutrition cases are linked to chronic diarrhea, caused by lack of clean 
water, good sanitation and hygiene, including hand washing with soap.
On Saturday October 8, 2016 we will hear presentations about Nigeria, Tanzania 
and Madagascar that explore some negative health effects of the lack of clean 
water, GHM’s positive partnerships, and visions for what we can still do together 
in the year(s) ahead.

Together in ministry,
Pastor Doug

Lack of clean water is responsible for 
more deaths in the world than any war, 
and linked to more than half  the world’s 
malnutrition cases.  Together we can 
make a difference…and we are. 

GHM’s annual Fall gathering will fo-
cus us on the importance of water for 
health, and how each of us can help 
bring life-giving water to some of the 
world’s most vulnerable people. Join us 
on Saturday, October 8, 2016 at Cal-
vary Lutheran Church in Golden Valley, 
MN.  Registration starts at 8:30, and 
the program begins at 9.

This year’s speakers include Dr. Steve 
Friberg, ELCA missionary to Tanzania, 
Teresa Obwaya, who has worked with 
GHM on water projects and health ed-
ucation initiatives in Nigeria, and Dr. 
Andry Ranaivoson, who will share his 
vision for a significant irrigation project 
in southern Madagascar.

Register online at www.ghm.org or by 
calling 763-586-9590 by October 1.  

We celebrated with ALMC School of 
Nursing as the first class of students 
graduated on August 20th! 11 of the 
graduates will be employed by ALMC 
and 5 by Selian Lutheran Hospital start-
ing September 1.  GHM provides grants 
for continuing ed in Tanzania and for 
nursing and midwifery scholarships 
in Madagascar and Ethiopia. These 
students will change their worlds! 
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GHM launches a fun way for kids to 
learn about poverty around the world.  
It’s like a “LIVE-ACTION” board game 
called “A Global Poverty Experience” 
and it’s a perfect activity for your Sun-
day School or youth group.  For one 
hour kids are immersed into an “African 
village” with few resources.  Together 
they are challenged to get water from 
a river, harvest or buy enough food, get 
help for a sick family member, purchase 
charcoal for cooking, earn money, and 
go to school.  As in real life, there are 
tough choices to make and challeng-
ing consequences when resources ar-
en’t enough  Together, kids and adults 
will learn valuable insights on poverty, 
working together, and how these relate 
to our faith.

Ignite your kids’ hearts and passion for 
mission with this experience!  Monica 
Cox wrote the curriculum, based on her 
experience as an ELCA missionary in 
Madagascar and as a Sunday School 
Director in Minnesota.  Preview this 
“Experience” at GHM’s Fall Confer-
ence! Call Kim Dickey at 763-586-9590 
or visit www.ghm.org to get this curric-
ulum for your group!

One Man With A Passion!

It’s 10:30 pm, in a nursing home, in the small town of Fertile, Minnesota.  Clay-
ton Engelstad, 84 years old, is sitting on the edge of his bed in the dark…wor-
ried.  A knock comes at his door.  One of his sons enters the room.  “What’s on 
your mind dad?” Paul asks.  Clayton says it’s “the girls”.   He isn’t thinking about 
his seven grand daughters that he loves so much.  No…Clayton is worried 
about girls he’s never met, on the other side of the world, in Nigeria.  Girls who 
spend the day walking long distances to reach a river or a far off well, just to get 
water for their families.  He knows that as long as they don’t have a well in their 
community, this is their lot in life and it will deprive them of their greatest need…
an education.
 
Clayton spent this night, the next to the last night of his life, wrestling with how to 
get more people involved in this great need.  It was that important to him.  Clay-
ton knew only too well what it costs to put in wells.  Through his singular effort, 
he appealed to members of his small country church to send money to Global 
Health Ministries to install wells in Nigeria. 
 
He led the way himself by giving all he could to this mission.  His congregation 
of about 40 families, Little Norway Lutheran, dug deep…and over two years, 
they sent over $88,000 to GHM for wells!  Today those wells supply water to 
over 22,000 people in Nigeria.  That means thousands of girls are now able to 
go to school.  But many more thousands are still carrying water.  
 
I confess that I do not stay awake thinking about this, but I should.  If ONE small 
congregation in NW Minnesota can dig that deep for wells for the people of 
Nigeria so that the girls can go to school, where are the rest of us?
 
Myles Engelstad, brother of Clayton.

In 2004, Clayton Englestad brought a big green John Deere tractor fo GHM’s 
warehouse from Fertile, Minnesota, and with help from his friends loaded it onto 
a container bound for Phebe Hospital in Liberia.  It was the second tractor he had 
donated to GHM; the first went to Ejeda Hospital in Madagascar.  Clayton was a 
man who got things done.  A long time supporter of GHM, and a farmer, he was 
passionate about water and the earth, and he was passionate about the need to 
educate girls. His brother shares that passion with us in this article, which he sent 
to GHM hoping the message could be shared.

GHM’s Global Poverty 
Experience, For Kids!

Ignite your kids’ hearts for mission 
with this Sunday School experience!
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GHAP News

The B-line
By Bea Haagenson

Last month I received an email from 
Thrivent thanking me for directing 
Choice Dollars to Global Health Minis-
tries.  They told me a total of $2,142 
Choice Dollars grant funds went to 
GHM in July. Isn’t that wonderful? 
GHM received more than $12,000 from 
Thrivent Financial’s charitable grant 
program between January and August, 
2016.  I’m glad to be able to help the 
hands that heal through my member-
ship, and I’d like to remind other Thrivent 
members that you can direct Choice 
Dollars to GHM through this program.  
You can learn more about it at www.
thrivent.com/making-a-difference. 

Thank you, and may God richly bless 
you for all you do to Help the Hands 
that Heal.

Cindy Wilke, Director of Global Health 
Administration Partners (GHAP), has 
announced her retirement effective 
January 1, 2017.  A special fund has 
been set up in her honor, the “Wilke 
Scholarship Fund,” to provide annual 
scholarships for a University of Min-
nesota MHA student to participate in 
the Ilula-Minnesota Medical Education 
Conference in Tanzania.  2016 was the 
first year health administrators were in-
cluded on the mission hospital teams 
that participated in the conference.  

Cindy has led GHM in developing a 
consulting program that focuses on 
enhancing the governance, leadership 
and management practices of faith-
based health systems in low resource 
countries. Her dedication and wise 
counsel have been invaluable. GHM is 
actively searching for a new Director of 
GHAP. You can find a job posting, and 
donate to the Wilke Scholarship Fund, 
at www.ghm.org.

Shipping News

Dr. Heuric, surgeon and Medical Direc-
tor at Manambaro Hospital in Madagas-
car, is grateful to GHM and Samaritan’s 
Purse for bringing an x-ray machine and 
digital CRS (computed radiology sys-
tem) to Manambaro. Monte, a biomed 
from Samaritan’s Purse, traveled to 
Madagascar for the installation and to 
help with training.  GHM sent an analog 

Donating appreciated securities is 
one of the best and easiest ways to 
support the mission of Global Health 
Ministries while you take advantage of 
significant tax savings. 

Charitable donations to GHM of appre-
ciated securities (i.e. stocks, bonds, or 
mutual fund shares) has become in-
creasingly popular because of several 
key advantages:

Why Donate Stock?

x-ray to Manambaro last year 
and followed up with this 
equipment, which  arrived in 
August 2016 as part of a gift 
to SALFA from the ELCA af-
ter Bishop Elizabeth Eaton’s 
visit last year.  The addition 
of the CRS makes it possible 
to scan images into a digital 
format, eliminating the need 
for film that is expensive and 
difficult to find. The ELCA gift 
also provided lab equipment 
to 5 other SALFA health cen-
ters across Madagascar.

We also celebrate the recent arrival of 
two containers, one to Liberia and an-
other for the new cancer care center at 
Kilimanjaro Christian Medical Center in 
Tanzania.  Two containers are at sea 
right now, bound for Tanzania and Zim-
babwe.  Next up: Tanzania, Cameroon 
and Nigeria!

• When you donate securities, you 
may claim their full fair market 
value as a charitable deduction on 
your personal tax return.

• Because you are donating rather 
than selling the securities, you do 
not report or pay capital gains tax 
on their appreciation, maximizing 
your gift while minimizing your 
taxes. 

For more information on how you can 
make a gift of stock to GHM, please 
contact Bart Oothoudt or Kim Dickey 
at 763-586-9590.

Hello! My name is Frannie Dyer 
and I am GHM’s new Communications 
and Development Assistant.  I am serv-
ing through a program called Lutheran 
Volunteer Corps, a domestic year of 
service focused on sustainability, com-
munity, and social justice. 

I am a native of Ohio and graduated 
from Wittenberg University this past 
May with a B.A. in International Stud-
ies. My time at GHM has already been 
extremely eye opening and enjoyable. 
I’m enthusiastic to continue learning 
and growing throughout this year!
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    It’s a special
    GHM afternoon
    with the

Church Basement Ladies!
2 pm Sunday Dec. 18

  Plymouth Playhouse, Plymouth, MN
 
     Call Kim at (763) 586-9590 to reserve your tickets 

      A portion of Your $50 ticket price benefits the work of GHM!
     

Join your friends
 for a hilarious
 holiday treat!


