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Helping the hands that heal

Engaging in Mission
By Pastor Doug, Executive Director

Relationships change the game for 
anyone “on the fence” about mis-
sion. At GHM our strength is people 
– people with passion, in the USA 
and around the world, who connect 
through ministries of healing. 

We have a record of achievement 
and innovation in providing equip-
ment and supplies, building and in-
frastructure support, and networking 
experienced consultants in health 
care management and governance. 
But even more than a lengthy list of 
achievements, our greatest impact is 
on people. 

Around the USA our impact is felt by 
Sunday School students who prepare 
kits for newborn babies; youth groups 
who pack and load boxes; profession-
als who take time from their careers 
to advise and consult; retired profes-
sionals who share their heart, prayers 
and expertise in our warehouse. 

Around the world the impact is felt 
by thousands of “the hands that 
heal” who receive medical supplies 
and equipment; by students who get 
medical education because of your 
gifts; by children in villages who have 
time and energy to learn because you 
funded a well and they no longer walk 
miles with a bucket for water. 

Thank you for engaging in mission 
with GHM! Inside this newsletter 
you’ll find opportunities for you, your 
congregation, office or group to make 
a difference! How is God calling you 
to participate in mission?  

Dr. Magdeline Aagard is “all in,” pas-
sionate about volunteering as a Global 
Health Administration Partners (GHAP) 
consultant. She takes time from her 
career to work with other health pro-
fessionals and also Community Health 
Workers (CHWs) overseas. For the 
last several years, GHAP has part-

nered with Empower Tanzania to help 
improve community health among the 
Maasai in northeastern Tanzania. To-
gether we have provided training for 
a network of CHWs, who were given 
first aid kits from GHM during their first 
training in 2014. Recently they’ve been 
running out of critical supplies like tape, 
gauze, gloves, and Saran Wrap and 
Vaseline for treating burns.  

We’re grateful to Gina, a GHM friend 
who traveled to Tanzania in July. She 
carried three extra suitcases to help 
resupply the CHWs until a container 
arrives. Suitcase Ministry is a way to 
engage in mission by hand-carrying 
medical equipment and supplies to Lu-
theran hospitals around the world.

Many CHWs bring their infants with them to training 
and it is not uncommon to see them with a kibuyu 
stuffed in the side pocket of their first aid kit.  The 
kibuyu is a specially prepared gourd they use a little 
like a baby bottle.  It carries mursik, a fermented milk 
product, and we often see moms removing the top 
of the gourd and pouring the liquid into their hungry 
child’s mouth during training.   
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Cameroon: GHM is collaborating with 
multiple partners (OSEELC, ELCA 
SD Synod, CHDP, ELCIC) to sponsor 
a surgeon to serve for three years at 
Ngaoundéré Protestant Hospital. Dr. 
Yali Bin Ramazani is a skilled surgeon 
from the Congo who will assist many 
trauma patients coming to Ngaoundéré.

Central African Republic: Many part-
ners, including GHM, continue to en-
courage and support Emmanuel Health 
Center.  A three-year audit is now com-
plete and will help set direction for the 
future.

El Salvador: Training continues, ex-
panding the number of trained village 
health workers to 250 this year working 
across El Salvador! Training specific to 
the Zika virus addresses that growing 
concern. 

Madagascar: Two years of drought are 
causing enormous suffering in south-
ern Madagascar. AVIA is proposing that 
partner villages in the devastated Ano-
sy region implement water manage-
ment systems with canals and dams, 
unusual in this area, and consider cer-
tain drought-resistant crops in addition 
to agricultural methods that increase 
yield.

Nigeria: A new prosthetics workshop 
is being planned at Demsa Health 
Center. GHM will sponsor training to 
empower two craftsmen to fit people 
with prosthetic limbs at Demsa, which 
serves many people injured in motorcy-
cle accidents and Boko Haram attacks.

Zimbabwe: GHM’s warehouse is gear-
ing up for the next shipment. GHM has 
partnered with ELCA Global Mission 
since 2009 to send medical equipment 
and supplies to 4 Lutheran hospitals, 2 
community-based health programs and 
a new clinic in Zimbabwe.

What’s New In...

A shipment of equipment and sup-
plies is planned for the new hospital 
in Demsa, Nigeria!  But, we still need 
funding to make it happen.  Nigeria 
is especially dear to me because 
that is where I served as a mission-
ary nurse.  Please consider a dona-
tion to Nigeria Shipping to help get 
this container packed and on its way.

Bea Haagenson

“Alternative Gifts” are gifts from the 
heart, sharing something you’re pas-
sionate about in honor of someone 
special to you.  GHM’s Alternative 
Gifts help the hands that heal by sup-
porting our work overseas.  We have 
new items on our website (www.ghm.

org/alternativegifts), where you can 
choose a gift that’s especially meaning-
ful to you or your loved one or friend.  
You can tell them about it with a card 
that shares the story of your gift and 
the impact it will have for someone on 
the other side of the world.  Alternative 
Gifts are a great way to engage in mis-
sion and share our story with others.

Many congregations host Alternative 
Gift markets between Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, and many are gath-
ering ideas for those events now.  If 
your congregation already hosts an 
Alternative Gift Fair, consider sug-
gesting they include some gifts from 
Global Health Ministries.  An order 
form can be found on our website.  If 
you’d like to host an Alternative Gift 
Fair and could use some help getting 
started, visit our website for ideas, 
or call Kim Dickey at 763-586-9590.   

From the Heart

If you’re a Lutheran pastor you may 
have received this postcard last month 
inviting you to engage your congrega-
tion in global mission through GHM 
hands-on projects. One of our partner 
congregations brings more than 100 
women and girls together on a Satur-
day morning every year for a “Wom-
en’s Day of Service,” tying quilts for 
Lutheran World Relief, and rolling ban-
dages and assembling kits for Glob-
al Health Ministries.  It’s a productive 
morning, according to champion Ann 
Senne, which feels good, but the real 

strength of the intergenerational event 
is its ability to connect people with each 
other and with God’s work in the world. 
Thrivent helps them get started with 
Thrivent Action Team “seed money.”

Whether you’re one person or many, 
you can help the hands that heal by 
engaging in mission through these 
projects.  Contact our office at 763-
586-9590 if you would like post-
cards to share with others you’d 
like to know about this opportunity.
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The B-line

Questions and clarifications about 
kits.

Global Health Ministries’ Hospice 
Kits and Newborn Kits have been im-
portant projects for many years. The 
kits are valuable donations to peo-
ple in need in our partner countries 
and more kits are always requested. 

At this time we are especial-
ly in need of both kinds of kits! 

With that in mind the B-line would 
like to thank our supporters for be-
ing faithful suppliers of kits, and at 
the same time encourage produc-
tion and donation of more kits. Any 
number of kits is always welcome. 

And then there is shipping cost - al-
ways an issue. A suggested donation 
of just $5 per kit covers the cost to ship 
these items overseas.  It is important 
not to include the money with the kits 
but to send it separately to our office.

• Assemble complete kits accord-
ing to instructions (see www.ghm.
org under “Resources” and “Bro-
chures”)

• Deliver or mail to GHM
• Deliver or mail shipping cost sep-

arately 

Thank you again and may God 
richly bless you for all you do 
to Help the Hands that Heal.

By Bea Haagenson

Bea, at GHM’s Volunteer Picnic in June.  We 
look forward to this celebration every year, a 
“thank you” from staff to volunteers.

The warehouse has been full of 
youth groups this summer! They 
are participating in Summer Stretch 
programs through local churches, 
where children who have complet-
ed 5th through 8th grade gather to-
gether for service and fellowship. 
This year Global Health Ministries is 
one of their numerous service sites.

Groups range from 6-50 people, 

with an average of 75 volunteers per 
week in the warehouse since June. 
They perform tasks such as pick-
ing for upcoming shipments, pro-
cessing rolled bandages, crutch re-
pair and sorting for expired items. 
Do you know of a youth group who 
would be interested in volunteering? 
Contact John Scheck at 763-586-
9590 for more details and availability. 

Summer Stretch!

A GHM container was unloaded in Cameroon this summer with a new portable ul-
trasound for Garoua Boulai Hospital. Their existing ultrasound needed a new circuit 
board and probes, which we were able to send in a traveler’s suitcase.  They’re thank-
ful to now have two working ultrasounds!  Dr. Solofo recently sent this letter to GHM 
and our friends at South Dakota Synod of the ELCA, partners with us in Cameroon.

Dear Pastor Lizarazo, Scott and all

We are thankful to God thru our Lord Jesus Christ that the echocardiography 
machine is unloaded safely and tested at our hospital. It was a long awaited 
machine so we praise the Lord it is here finally for the good management of our 
cardiovascular patients. This machine is the one which will be connected to the 
probes recently acquired. 

Our IT technician Daouda also fixed the old ultrasound machine by installing the 
new motherboard that came last time too. 

Thank you very much to you for this precious gift and many more 
God bless you all!
Dr. Solofo.

A Letter from our Partners in Cameroon
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In this issue: 
2015 Annual Report

Welcome Don, our new 
Supply Chain Assistant!
Don Seaburg recently joined Glob-
al Health Ministries’ staff – we’re 
glad he’s here!  Don helps us make 
the best use of donated goods, fo-
cusing on managing inventory and 
reducing waste associated with 
expired or soon-to-expire medi-
cal supplies.  What can we do with 
donations of items our partners 
cannot use?  Some can actually 
be turned into revenue!  And many 
can be shared with other organi-
zations that will put them to good 
use.  Don works with a team of vol-
unteers to support Scott, GHM’s 
Director of Operations, and John, 
our Warehouse Manager, helping 
us be good stewards of these gifts.

In Nigeria almost 68,000 children under the age of five will die this year 
from diseases caused by poor access to water.  Join us for a conversa-
tion about the importance of water for health in countries deeply challenged 
by poverty. Register online at www.ghm.org or by calling 763-586-9590.

A GHAP gathering will follow lunch - all are welcome!


