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GHM has been in Nigeria since the 
early 1990s.  Our work there includes 
clean water initiatives, bringing fresh 
water to villages with new wells and 
repairing wells that are no longer func-
tioning, distributing bednets to reduce 
the incidence of malaria.  Through the 
community-based primary health care 
program we work with village assess-
ment teams to identify priorities that 
will improve the health and well-being 
of their communities, and empower 
them to address those needs. Renova-
tion work has begun at LCCN (Luther-
an Church of Christ in Nigeria) Demsa 
Hospital, a joint project of GHM and 
Lutheran Partners in Global Ministry in 
partnership with the Minneapolis Area 
Synod of the ELCA.  Recently the synod 
announced reaching their goal of rais-
ing $450,000 for healthcare programs 
associated with their companion synod 
in Nigeria.  We celebrate with them. 

Yet in the midst of celebration we are 
saddened and concerned to hear of the 
increasing violence affecting our part-
ners in Nigeria.  Adamawa state, where 
Demsa is located and where our pilot 
project is based, has been increasing-
ly affected by the violence.  Schools, 
churches and government offices are 
being targeted by Boko Haram, a mili-
tant Islamist group dedicated to strict-
er enforcement of Sharia law.  Health 
workers associated with our projects in 
Adamawa have been continuing their 
outreach into the communities they 
serve, despite the increasing risk.  It is 
how things are in this part of Nigeria to-
day.  Recent visitors to GHM from Ad-
amawa state said they always “sleep 
with one eye open.”   They continue to 
go to church on Sunday mornings, but 
they choose their “pew” carefully (nev-
er in front of a door or window) and their 
women and children often stay home.

We received this letter from the 
LCCN on November 11th.  We share 
it with you, inviting your prayers for 
our brothers and sisters in Nigeria.
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Dear Brethren in Christ,

We bring you greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

We are confident that the Lord who is keeping us is with you too.  Our hearts are filled 
with gratitude to God for the kind of fellowship we have shared with you and other breth-
ren all over the world.  And we are consoled with this fact that we have you remembering 
us always.

The spate of killings and destruction of lives, properties and churches has continued in 
the Borno, Yobe and some parts of Adamawa.  Just last Sunday some worshipers were 
attacked and killed in EYN (Church of the Brethren) church, Church of Christ in Nations 
and Deeper Life Bible Church in three villages near Chibok in Borno state. Just within 
one week bombs have been exploded in Abuja, Mubi (Adamawa), Bauchi and Maidu-
guri, killing scores and more others seriously injured. Villagers in Benue and Taraba 
state are under frequent attacks by unknown gunmen.  Many have left their houses. The 
number of internally displaced persons in Adamawa, Borno, and Taraba is increasing on 
daily basis. 

Dear brethren, these occurrences have inflicted fear into the hearts of many; we therefore 
need to seek the face of God together to bring courage and faith in our hearts to keep on.  
Going to Sunday worship in some parts of Borno and Adamawa states is like a suicide 
mission.  Our brethren in those areas still gather in scanty numbers to pray together but 
with so much fear and caution.  We are together with them in this pain and bereavements 
knowing fully that the great comforter is with us; we therefore shall continue to pray on 
the following and more:

Pray that those who are behind this wickedness be exposed.

Pray that the remnant of the brethren will continue firm in the faith.

Pray that Nigeria will see 
light of the Lord and evil 
will be suppressed.

Pray that the coming 
general election in Nige-
ria by next year 2015 will 
be under the leadership 
of the Holy Spirit.

Pray for unity among the 
flock of God in Nigeria 
against all evil.

Thank you for always 
standing with us even 
during these trying times.

Shalom!

Felix Samari
LCCN 
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We’re Missing Leo

Leo Haagenson has been a “fixture” 
in the Global Health Ministries ware-
house for many years.  Born and raised 
in Montana (“God’s Country” said Leo, 
frequently), he served as a missionary 
in Nigeria, where he met Bea, a mis-
sionary from Denmark serving as a 
nurse in Jos.  They married in Nigeria 
and, as missionaries must, they some-
times had to improvise.  Bea’s wedding 
veil didn’t arrive in time for the wedding 
so she used mosquito netting; Leo se-
cured her “veil” with electrical wire.  Im-
provisation and the ability to fix things 
were Leo’s gifts, and we were blessed 
to have him share those gifts with us.  

Leo could fix anything.  In Nigeria he 
was the technician for Muriar Bisha-
ra (Radio Voice of The Gospel).  He 
spent most of his volunteer hours at 
GHM repairing donated medical equip-
ment so it could be sent overseas to 
mission hospitals and clinics.  Leo 
was the “go-to” guy for any number of 
small projects around GHM, helping 
to wire the new warehouse when we 
first moved to our new location, even 
installing the exit signs.  He was prac-
tical, inventive, creative, funny.    Leo 
passed away on October 26, 2014.

GHM has lost many dear friends this 
past year – Agnes, Herb, Norm, too 
many to name here. Each of them 
brought their varied gifts – mechani-
cal aptitude, financial acumen, com-
passion, commitment – and shared 
their talents to further our mission. 
Each of them contributed immeasur-
ably to the health and well-being of 
this organization, and so to the health 
and well-being of the communities 
we serve through our partners over-
seas.   For that we are truly grateful.  

Where in the World is GHAP ...
Global Health Administration Partners (GHAP) volunteers Jim Noss and Chuck 
Cooper recently returned from a consultation in Madagascar with SALFA, the 
health system of the Malagasy Lutheran Church. They spent time reviewing the 
overall management of SALFA headquarters and reviewed the current status 
of the drug distribution system and its viability.  They interviewed key SALFA 
personnel, received a progress report from Malagasy auditing firm MAZARS 
on the SALFA Business Plan, discussed the status of the information system 
installation with SALFA, reviewed the financial audit, and participated in the two-day 
SALFA Board Meeting. In addition, they conducted site visits to 3 rural health clinics, 
Antanimalandy Hospital in Mahajanga and Andranomadio Hospital in Antsirabe, and 
toured the SEFAM Nursing School with Dr. Julie. They left with a very good under-
standing of the status of SALFA’s overall management and the drug revolving fund. 

On the domestic front, the 5th annual Chocolate Lover’s Evening was held Oct 
17. We tasted Tanzanian chocolate, listened to the Minnesota Swahili Chris-
tian Choir, saw chocolate depicted in art 
throughout the centuries, and heard about 
the Community Hospital Alliance Program 
in Same, Tanzania. Through the silent and 
live auctions and registrations, we raised 
nearly $13,000 to fund GHAP projects in 
Tanzania and world-wide. Attendees had 
fun out-bidding each other on items such as 
hand-made Christmas ornaments, wood carv-
ings, framed art and unique ethnic dinners. 

The GHAP program works with our partners overseas to enhance their governance, leadership and 
management practices, building their capacity and viability.  Learn more at www.ghapartners.org

The Ebola crisis in West Africa still dom-
inates the news, and it continues to im-
pact our work at Global Health Ministries.  

Minnesota is home to more than 30,000 
people of Liberian descent; many have 
lost family members in Africa to Ebola.  
This tragedy has galvanized the com-
munity to take action.   There have been 
multiple fundraising events at churches 
and schools.  Three Liberians living in 
Indiana recently drove fifteen hours to 
GHM to deliver five pallets of supplies 
for shipment to Liberia.  Hundreds of 
Liberian-Americans from Minnesota 
have volunteered to help build and staff 
a treatment clinic in Liberia.  Many from 
the community have come to the GHM 
warehouse to help sort, box and pre-
pare donated items for shipment, and 
load the containers that GHM is send-
ing overseas.  God is doing amazing 
things through the Liberian community.

Rev. Seyenkulo, Bishop of the Lutheran 
Church in Liberia, has recently given us 
encouraging news.  He tells us Ebola 

Treatment Units have increased signifi-
cantly, thanks to partners around the 
world, and there are fewer outbreaks 
every day. Curran Lutheran Hospital is 
looking forward to the arrival of a new 
doctor.  Medical institutions continue to 
operate, although not at full capacity be-
cause of continued fear of the disease.  
They are grateful the work continues.

Liberia’s health care programs were 
challenged with too few resources  
before the Ebola epidemic began this 
summer.  The situation will continue 
to be challenging after this epidemic 
is fully contained  as our partners con-
tinue their work to rebuild these health 
care programs. They will continue to 
need our assistance, and our prayers.   

Update from Liberia …

Dr. Heuric, pediatric surgeon in Mahajanga
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Do you shop on Amazon?  If yes, 
and you still have some holiday 
shopping to do, we hope you’ll 
support GHM through their Ama-
zonSmile program.  0.5% of the 
price of every eligible purchase 
made through smile.amazon.com 
is donated to the nonprofit you se-
lect.  To participate, just go to smile.
amazon.com instead of the regular 
Amazon website.  Sign in as you 
usually would using your same ac-
count information.  Then, designate 
Global Health Ministries as your 
favorite nonprofit (or choose from 
a list of great organizations – you 
can change your designation any 
time).  GHM will receive a donation 
every time you purchase a prod-
uct marked “Eligible for Amazon-
Smile donation.”    The donation 
is made by AmazonSmile Foun-
dation.  This program is available 
year-round – it makes us smile!

This newsletter,  published 6 times a year, is a publi-
cation of  Global  Health  Ministries. Subscriptions 
are free  upon  request.  GHM, 7831 Hickory Street 
NE, Minneapolis, MN 55432 (763)586-9590.

Thanks to Sarah Bane, Youth Direc-
tor at Shepherd of the Valley Luther-
an Church in Apple Valley, Minnesota, 
for inviting Global Health Ministries to 
visit their Confirmation Service Night 
in October.  Shepherd of the Valley’s 
service night is no small undertaking!  
The church was buzzing with activity 
as students packed the supplies they 
had brought, assembling 233 Hospice 
Kits for GHM.  Many of these kits will 
be sent to Tanzania to be shared with 
patients’ families who are providing 
end-of-life care and comfort to some-
one who is suffering from HIV/AIDS 
or cancer.  Hospice is an outreach 
program of many Lutheran mission 
hospitals and healthcare programs in 
Tanzania, where more than a million 
people are HIV positive.  One small 
Lutheran health center in Mto wa 
Mbu currently serves 1,000 hospice 
patients, many of whom are nomadic 
Maasai people who traditionally live 
in remote areas of the African bush.  

The connection to Tanzania is espe-
cially fitting for Shepherd of the Valley, 
which has a deep, layered relationship 
with Tungamalenga Parish through 
the companion synod program of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Amer-
ica (ELCA).  Global Health Ministries 
is often involved as an additional part-
ner in companion synod relationships 
when healthcare is part of the equation.  

Tanzania Travels … 
    By Kim Dickey 
    Director for Mission Development

While in northern Tanzania this sum-
mer, I visited the Kirurumo Health Cen-
tre at Mto wa Mbu and heard about 
their palliative care program.  There is 
about a 6% incidence of HIV/AIDS in 
this area of Tanzania, according to Dr. 
Pallangyo.  The incidence of HIV/AIDS 
has increased among the Maasai, but 
there is some good news, too.  Mother 
to newborn transmission is decreas-
ing, largely because of the increasing 
number of mothers on antiretroviral 
therapy.  About 600 of the 1000 people 
currently enrolled in care and treatment 
for HIV at Mto wa Mbu are on these 
drugs.  Several of the volunteers who 
do outreach work in their hospice pro-
gram are HIV positive themselves.  As 
they visit patients they encourage them 
to have this treatment by modeling the 
impact it can have on their lives.  Their 
confidence and compassionate pres-
ence also addresses the stigma that is 
associated with this disease in Tanza-
nia.  People who are HIV positive can 
be rejected by their villages and even 
their families, forced to deal with their 
illness on their own.  This is an import-
ant ministry of our partner, the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania.

I was also able to visit Selian Palliative 
Care and Hospice program, next to Il-
boru Dispensary in Arusha.  Selian’s 
program was begun in 1999, and was 
the first of its kind in the Arusha re-
gion.  Of the more than 5000 patients 
currently enrolled in their program, 
nearly 80% suffer from HIV/AIDS and 
about 15% are cancer patients.  Most 
are very poor.   While I was there, I 

This young Maasai woman at Kirurumo Health 
Centre in Mto wa Mbu is HIV positive

Thank you Students!  

Confirmation students from
Shepherd of the Valley

observed a training program for coun-
selors, had an opportunity to ask about 
the usefulness of our Hospice Kits (very 
useful), and was graciously and warmly 
hosted by Tumaini, whose name, she 
told me, means “hope.”  It seems to 
me that hope is what this is all about.

Have you pledged a gift to the Kai-
ros Mission Appeal for 2014?  If yes 
and you haven’t yet sent your con-
tribution, we encourage you to do 
so before year-end.  Kairos gifts are 
helping us grow in our mission, and 
we are grateful for your support.
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... an invitation to support Global Health Ministries with financial gifts that build our capacity to support and enhance the healthcare 
programs of our overseas partners. Sustaining these programs is vitally important to ensuring access to quality health care for some of 
the world’s poorest people.

    You’ve Got Mail!

Would you like to receive the GHM news-
letter by email?  Some GHM friends have 
asked to receive this newsletter online, al-
lowing us to save the postage associated 
with postal mail.  If you would like to receive 
the newsletter online, or to confirm we have 
your current email address, please email us   
at: office@ghm.org.  We won’t send you fre-
quent messages but would love to be able to 
contact you online from time to time.  GHM’s 
newsletter is sent out every other month.

We will be happy to continue to mail 
newsletters to all of our friends who 
prefer to receive the printed version.   
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