
 GLOBAL HEALTH MINISTRIES

Global Health Ministries
 2008 ANNUAL REPORT  

            

  

 

Page A

This year marked the beginning of a strategic course that Global Health Ministries will follow in coming years.  We will 
maintain our emphasis on careful oversight of approved projects and accountability for their achievements in advancing 
Christ’s healing ministry.  Now, in addition, we have begun to take the initiative to personally engage our partners in examin-
ing how their practices in managing health programs might be strengthened.  We have also begun significant collaborations 
with the Lutheran Churches and other partners in mission in, for example, Central African Republic, Madagascar and Ni-
geria, to develop new and more effective responses to human need.  The Malagasy AVIA program, for example, integrates 
church, government, business and NGO’s to address broader issues of community health and development.  The Global 
Health Administration Partners program sent three teams of professionals to provide consultation in health care management 
improvement.  GHM staff and volunteers visited four of our partners to evaluate and develop practices and staffing to more 
effectively assess the need for and utilize medical supplies and equipment that we ship to them.  The ELCT Power Protection 
Project applies available technology to systematically protect sensitive  medical equipment from damaging power fluctua-
tions common in Tanzania, so that our efforts to recondition and ship equipment will not be wasted.  The times we now live in 
call for extra care, resource-pooling collaborations, and the intentional pursuit of excellence to insure that precious donations 
make the maximum possible impact in continuing the healing ministry of Jesus Christ.  Thank you for your help in prayer, 
volunteering and donations that together made 2008 another year in which the prayers of the poor for healing and hope were 
answered around the world!

Tanzania Highlights:
  $1,539,570 Grants and Allocations   
                         
Our work with the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in Tanzania (ELCT) is 
growing every year.  The health de-
partment is responsible for 20 hospi-
tals, more than 160 health centres and 
dispensaries and a wide range of com-
munity based health services includ-
ing HIV/AIDS control programs and 
an exciting new initiative to expand 
hospice programs to all ELCT hos-
pitals. The ELCT health department 
provides about 15% of the national 
health services.  In its health facili-
ties, it has a total capacity of more than 
2,160 beds and manned by a total of 
1,500 health care workers.  Assistance 
to medical work in Tanzania in 2008 
was directed to thirteen institutions 
and programs: Bulongwa Lutheran 
Hospital, Dodoma Christian Medical 
Center, Gonja Lutheran Hospital and 
Shighatini Dispensary, Iambi Hospi-
tal, Ilembula Lutheran Hospital and 
Kidugala Health Centre, Ilula Health 
Centre, Kilimanjaro Christian Medi-
cal Center (KCMC), Lugala Lutheran 
Hospital, Maasai Dispensaries, Selian 
Lutheran Hospital (SLH) and Arusha 
Lutheran Medical Center (ALMC), 
and the Power Surge Protection project 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Tanzania (ELCT).  Specific assistance 
went to the following:

   a. The shipment of sea containers 
filled  with medical supplies to Bu-
longwa Lutheran Hospital, Dodoma 
Christian Medical Center, Ilula Health 
Center, Kilimanjaro Christian Medical 
Center, Maasai Dispensaries, Selian 
and Arusha Lutheran Medical Center, 
Gonja Lutheran Hospital and Shigatini 
Health Center of the Pare Diocese.  The 
gifts-in-kind were valued at $730,563 
at a shipping cost of $115,476.  Medi-

cal supplies and equipment purchased 
for shipments totaled $27,467.
    b. $365,161 was transferred to assist 
in the financing construction of the new 
Selian Arusha Expansion Hospital, and 
$73,433 to Selian Lutheran Hospital to 
finance operations.  

 

$121,818  was sent for other desig-
nated purposes at the Selian Lutheran 
Hospital, including support for Con-
tinuing Education ($33,000), $49,378 
for shipping, and the Selian Orthopedic 
Institute ($72,440).  Medical training 
scholarships were provided for Winnie 
Letee ($3,000), Johnstone Kayandabila 
($6,000), Nanyokye Kidoko ($7,000), 
Theresia Mepukori ($7,000) and Glo-
ria Temu ($5,000).
     c. A total of $82,788 was provided in  
support of the 14 Maasai Dispensaries 
served by missionary Dr. Steve Friberg, 
for shipping ($10,955), and $61,368 for 
general operations support.  Construc-
tion and renovation projects at the dis-
pensaries totaled $3,842 in 2008, with 
an additional $453 expended for dis-
pensary solar power equipment.  Con-
tinuing Education grants in the amount 
of $6,171 were also made. 
     d. Bulongwa Hospital received sup-
port totaling $18,176 for shipping ex-
penses.
     e. $20,622 were granted to Ilula 
Hospital of the Iringa Diocese, includ-
ing $6,948 for equipment repair and 
$13,674 for shipping expenses.
    f. Dodoma Christian Medical Cen-
ter received grants totaling $4,525 for 

equipment purchases and $16,137 for 
shipping expenses.
    g. Iambi Hospital received a grant 
of $13,260 for completion of a power 
surge protection installation.
     h. Pare Diocese  support  for 2008 
included $10,712 for shipment expens-
es with $2,490 for medical equipment 
purchases for Gonja Hospital.  Shi-
gatini Health Center received $1,475 
for the medical training of Godlisten 
Msuyu and Goodluck Mvungi.
    i. Illembula Hospital was granted 
$12,738 for the installation of power 
surge protection equipment (PPP), and 
$1017 in general operations support.  
Jason Mtokoma received scholarship 
grants totaling $2,128 for his medical 
education.

Michael Nyagawa (left) and Felix Nyika
    install PPP equipment at Ilembula 

Liberia Highlights
  $259,523 Grants and Allocations
Phebe and Curran Hospitals received 
some significant pieces of equipment 
from shipments in 2008 that will signif-
icantly enhance their operations. These 
include a new Maytag 80lb industrial 
washing machine, two new Arctic 3-
body morgue coolers, a new Dodge 
embalming table and tool kit for the 
morgue, a new portable Sonosite Ti-
tan, new 250 KVA and 150 KVA, four 
55-gallon drums of premium motor oil 
for the generators, five IBM P4 com-
puters for administrative use,. Curran 
received mounting hardware for new 

 New Arusha Lutheran Medical Center
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surgical lights, five IBM P4 comput-
ers for administrative use, a GE AMX 
II portable x-ray, office equipment and 
supplies, new nursing textbooks and 
anatomical models for both Phebe and 
Curran’s midwifery programs.  Specific 
program grants were:
    a. Shipping costs to Phebe Hospi-
tal in 2007 totaled $8,285 and $4,082 
for Curran Hospital with supplies and 
equipment sent valued at $156,188.  
Curran received $513 in equipment 
purchases, and equipment purchased 
for Phebe totaled $61,758.
    b. Nurse midwifery textbooks were 
purchased for Curran Hospital with a 
grant of $25,338 and for Phebe Hospi-
tal with a $3,359 grant.

Cameroon Highlights:
   $132,215  Grants and  Allocations

The Health Department of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in Cameroon, 
Oeuvre de Santé de l’Eglise Evan-
gélique Luthérienne au Cameroun or 
OSEELC, is a large and vibrant minis-
try operating three large hospitals and 
fifteen health centres. The hospitals are 
located in Garoua Boulai, Ngaoundere 
and Ngaoubela.  The former two were 
started 50 years ago in areas where no 
health care previously existed.  The 
third hospital is of more recent origin, 
again started to provide health care to 
an underserved population of subsis-
tence farmers.  All three hospitals are 
in the northern area of Cameroon, the 
least developed in the country.  Each 
of the hospitals has between 100-200 
beds.  Clincs are operated in areas such 
as Meiganga, Bankim, Mbe, Gadjiwan, 
Batoua Godole, and Bertoua.

A shipment valued at $61,935 was 
sent to Cameroon this year at a cost of 
$11,116.  Two additional shipments of 
medical supplies and equipment sent in 
late 2007 also arrived in 2008.
A Special grant totaling $22,307 was 
made for start-up expenses of a new 
hospice care program developed 
through a GHM/OSEELC consulta-
tion.

 Madagascar Highlights: 
   $122,953 Grants and  Allocations

The Lutheran medical mission in 
Madagascar goes back more than a 
century, and during this time hundreds 
of medical missionaries have provided 
service and built up the health care 
system and its Malagasy professional 
leadership.  The last senior medical 
missionaries have now all retired, and 
leadership of the health care system, 
called SALFA, is entirely Malagasy.  In 
working through this significant transi-

Ejeda Hospital water pump & genera-
tor repair, $4,189; Medical technician 
training program, $3,000; and Dental 
supplies and equipment purchases of 
$4,926.
    c. The Anosy Villages  Integrated 
Actions (AVIA) program started up in 
2008 with surveys done of the Toby 
Nenilava, Manatantely Bible School 
and Manambaro Lutheran Hospital to 
establish key infrastructure renovation 
projects to advance the mission of each 
institution in collaboration with AVIA.  
Assessment visits were also completed 
of the Anosy village of Sarisambo to 
prepare an integrated health develop-
ment plan for implementation in 2009.  
Expenses associated with start-up of 
the program totaled $51,265 in 2008.  

Papua New Guinea Highlights:
  $97,400 Grants and Allocations
 
In support of Lutheran Health Services 
in PNG, and at the request of the LHS 
office in Lae and Madang, GHM in-
cluded basic medical supplies, midwife 
and hospice kits, rolled bandages, baby 
blankets, and more. Supplies were as-
signed to Gaubin and Yagaum Hospi-
tals, Bagabah Health Centre, Begesin 
Health Centre, Biliau Health Centre, 
Hote Aid Post, Kambuku Health Cen-
tre, Mapor Health Centre, Primary 
Healthcare, and LHS Offices in both 
Lae and Madang. Theological text-
books from Luther Seminary in St. 
Paul, MN, were included for Senior 
Flierl Seminary in Finschhafen. And 
in partnership with the Fairmont Ro-
tary Club in Fairmont, MN, and Cafe 
(Computer Access For Everyone), one 
hundred IBM P3 and P4 computers 
were included for the Madang Rotary 
Club in support of several second-
ary schools in the Madang area.  The 
shipment was valued at $78,095 with 
$10,731 in shipping costs.

 
   In 2008, GHM’s Director of Opera-
tions, Scott Lien, made an extensive 
survey visit to the health facilities and 
church schools of the PNG Lutheran 
Church to develop plans for future sup-
port of their health programs.  Scott’s 
expenses were paid for by a grant from 
the Fairmont Rotary Club.  Connie Mil-
ner, a hospital materials manager, ac-
companied Scott in evaluating hospital 

tion, Global Health Ministries earlier 
visited Madagascar to develop plans 
with national leaders for a thorough 
needs assessment process and strategic 
objectives for the health care system, 
especially in the areas of professional 
training, equipment and supplies, and 
facility renovation and construction.  
One result was the move of the Lu-
theran Nursing School (SEFAM) to a 
more central location at Andranamadio 
Hospital in Antsirabe.  Plans for the 
construction of a new nursing school 
and student dormitory on the hospital 
campus are nearly complete.  
2008 also marked the inauguration of a 
major new initiative called the Anosy 
Villages Integrated Actions program 
(AVIA) that significantly broadens 
GHM's definition of health to include a 
traditional health emphasis along with 
water projects, schools, nutrition, evan-
gelists and economic development.  
AVIA creates new and exciting oppor-
tunities to collaborate with a number of 
development and service arms of the 
Malagasy Lutheran Church, as well as 
many non-governmental and govern-
ment development organizations lo-
cally active in the Anosy region. 
GHM partners directly with SALFA 
and the following hospitals and dispen-
saries:  Andranamadio, Ambohibao, 
Ejeda, Manambaro, Rural Dispensaries 
(Ankaramalaza, Vorehe, Mananara, To-
liary, Port Dauphin, Marolambo, Tana-
dava, Antanimora, Ambohimanga du 
Sud, Ankazoabo, Antsalova, and Ifan-
ja).  GHM engagement with the Mada-
gascar health mission has been recently 
complicated and somewhat diminished 
by civil and political disturbances for 
which no solution has yet been found.  
We were still able to accomplish a lot 
in this partnership in 2008, and pray for 
peace and order to be restored to Mada-
gascar in the near future.  
     a. In 2008, GHM  reimbursed re-
quests from SOA for shipment expens-
es totaling $3,727 with supplies and 
equipment sent valued at $17,043.

    b. $50,608 in project grants were 
made as follows: Rural Clinic Support, 
$1,143; Medical Vehicle Repair pro-
gram, $2,000; Scholarships for Luther-
an nursing students, $29,100; Pharma-
cotherapy for the mentally ill, $3,750; 
Dental Hygiene Education, $2,500; 

Young patients at one of 
Madagascar’s Rural Clinics

  Granite Falls, MN confirmation 
students pack recent PNG container
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supplies and equipment needs.  Special 
gifts received made it possible to cover 
Ms. Milner’s travel expenses as well.
India Highlights:
   $91,567 Grants & Allocations   
   
GHM’s first-ever shipment to India 
went to Bethesda Lutheran Hospital in 
Ambur in 2008. Originally scheduled 
to be loaded December 2007, the ship-
ment was postponed so as to include 
a surgical table, surgical lights, and 
steam autoclave on backorder from 
another organization.  This excellent 
shipment was valued at $60,812, with 
medical equipment purchases totaling 
$10,441.
A grant of $15,300 was made to Ka-
runalaya Hospital in Wandoor for facil-
ity renovations.  Finally, the last grant 
installment of $5,000 was sent to the 
Andra Pradesh Wells Project of the 
Indian Association of Free Lutheran 
Congregations.                        

Central African Republic Highlights:   
$71,493 Grants & Allocations
 
In 2008, Teresa Obwaya and Eunice Ol-
son were commissioned as the Project 
Manager and Interpreter for the Gallo 
Health Center project, and work finally 
began, after years of delay due to civil 
unrest and insecurity, to construct a new 
health center near the village of Gallo. 
In 2009, the first shipment of medical 
supplies and equipment will be sent in 
support  of   the   new   center  to  fully 
 

         

furnish the facility and begin operations, 
scheduled for later summer of 2009.  
The Gallo center will culminate four 
years of collaborative planning with 
the Lutheran and Catholic Churches 
in CAR, the CAR Ministry of Health, 
the ELCA Division for Global Mission, 
MSSADA, an architectural firm spe-
cializing in third world health care fa-
cilities, three synods of the ELCA in the 
United States, and Lutheran Partners in 
Global Mission.  To keep costs down, 
the center facility will be comprised of 
renovated buildings once utilized by 
American missionaries.  Emphasis will 
be placed on primary and preventive 
health care, utilizing a physician and 
a nurse as primary staff at the outset, 
and fully furnished by GHM.  During 
2008, $56,493 were expended to start 
the construction phase of the project.  

An additional grant of $15,000 was 
made to the Lutheran Church in CAR 
to finance their important AIDS Aware-
ness and Prevention programming.

Global Health Administration 
Partners Highlights:
  $18,176 Grant and Allocation

In 2008, a new GHM progam designed 
to provide training and consultation 
services to partner hospitals and health 

care programs began its first year of op-
eration.  Three teams were sent, one to 
Ilula Hospital of the ELCT Iringa Dio-
cese of Tanzania, and two to OSEELC, 
the health department of the Cameroon 
Lutheran Church.  Grants of $18,176 
were made to offset travel expenses of 
the teams who donated their time and 
expertise to provide assistance as re-
quested by the health care leadership to 
enhance their management practices. 

Nigeria Highlights:
  $10,470 Grants and Allocations
  
In 2008, planning teams composed of 
the GHM project manager and medical 
professionals from the ELCA Minne-
apolis Area Synod continued visitation 
and planning with health care program 
leaders of the Lutheran Church of 
Christ in Nigeria, and began to final-
ize plans for a substantial increase of 
support for this Church’s health care 
mission.  A former missionary to Chad, 
Dr. David Thompson conducted work-
shops on Community-based primary 
health care programming, and led a 
delegation to Chard to study a func-
tioning CBPHC program there.  A ship-
ment of equipment and supplies for the 
church’s health center at Demsa and its 
dispensaries will follow in 2009, to-
gether with further advances in a new 
clean water initiative of the Church.  In 
2008, $5,000 was granted to Lutheran 
Church of Christ in Nigeria to com-
plete a new water project at the Church 
health center in Demsa.

Uganda Highights:
  $10,000 Grant and Allocation

2008 marked the addition of Uganda to 
the list of countries where GHM sup-
ports Lutheran health services.  The 

program supported is a unique col-
laboration with the Lutheran Church in 
Uganda and Child Voice International, 
a local NGO that operates a Clinic that 
serves children and families displaced 
by on-going civil war.  With funding 
from Global Health Ministries, a bore-
hole was drilled in the Kulubel commu-
nity of war ravaged northern Uganda in 
July 2008, bringing the total number of 
wells for members of the Lukodi and 
Kulubel communities to three. The 
long-term benefit will be a reduction in 
waterborne diseases as local residents 
gather water from this well instead of 
nearby polluted sources, such as the 
Unyama River.

Access to clean water and proper sani-
tation remains a barrier to return and 
resettlement of displaced populations.  
As part of the project, Pastor Ociti Nel-
son of the LCU was recruited to pro-
vide chaplaincy support for the Punena 
Health Center operated by ChildVoice 
International, Inc. near the village of 
Lukodi. Pastor Nelson was selected 
for this assignment due to his ability 
to speak the local language, his experi-
ence in nursing and counseling, and his 
background working with displaced 
persons.

Kenya Highlights: 
  $5,055 Grant and Allocation
 
The World Mission Prayer League op-
erates a clinic in Northern Kenya under 
the leadership of nurse Gloria Sauk.  
An ultrsound was purchased for the 
clinic in 2008 with a grant of $5,055.

Bangladesh Highlights:
  $2,302 Grant and Allocation
 
An operations grant of $2,302 was 
made in support of Lutheran Health 
Care Bangladesh at Dumki.

Guatemala Highlights:
  $989 Grant and Allocation 

With grant support from Global Health 
Ministries, eight health promoters from 
rural villages were able to travel long 
distances by bus to attend a two day 
training on health promotion.  

Six men and two women representing 
six Guatelmalan Lutheran faith com-
munities in rural Guatemala attended 
the sessions. These rural villages are 

Iringa Diocese leaders plan with 
     GHAP director, Cindy Wilke

Katherine Baumgartner with newly
       trained health promoters

Gallo Project Director Teresa      
Obwaya (right) with Eunice Olson
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isolated resettled refugee communities with formal health re-
sources many hours away.  Based on an assessment earlier in 
the year, basic curriculum was developed by on public health 
concepts and primary prevention. The training was present-
ed by a team from the St. Paul Area Synod led by Katherine 
Baumgartner, faculty member of the Augsburg College gradu-
ate school of nursing.  

This was the first project of the Iglesia Luterana Augustin de 
Guatemala supported by GHM.

    

Miscellaneous -
$339,490 Grants and Allocations
 
During 2007, general operations for the procurement, prepa-
ration and shipping of medical supplies and equipment in-
curred expenses of $15,953, and supplies provided in support 
of collaborative efforts with partner NGO’s in global mission 
were valued at $321,283.  Grants totaling $2,000 financed 
short term mission service and travel scholarships of medical 
students on overseas rotation at Lutheran mission hospitals.

Grand Total:  $2,701,203.00

A complete copy of our audited financial statements for 2008 and IRS Form 990 is available on request.
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