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Celebrating 30 Years
by Pastor Doug Cox

Helping  the hands that heal

Thirty years ago a few missionaries had the vision to create an organi-
zation nimble and responsive enough to meet critical needs of Lutheran 
health systems around the world.  Today Global Health Ministries is that 
organization.  WE BELIEVE God is still calling us to ensure that Lutheran 
healing ministries are sustained in countries deeply challenged by poverty.  
WE BELIEVE these ministries are tangible expressions of God’s grace for 
all people.  Today we are a growing network of people from all over the 
globe, called by God to continue the healing work of Jesus Christ.
 
As you read this newsletter you’ll find a few of the latest examples of God’s 
work through GHM: stories of transformation in El Salvador, shipments 
that help save countless lives, Rosella’s 3000th newborn kit, our newest 
Board member in Cameroon, changes and expansion in Madagascar, and 
a new Director of Global Health Administration Partners.  

In 2017 we’re making plans to celebrate 30 years of fulfilling our mission!  
Please mark your calendars now to celebrate our 30th Anniversary to-
gether with a Gala on Saturday May 6th, 2017!  Together we’ll remember 
how the power of God has worked through countless lives in the past, cel-
ebrate current partnerships, and support the healing work of Jesus Christ 
through GHM to continue helping the hands that heal!

Liberia celebrated Thanksgiving the 
first Thursday of November with roast-
ed chicken, mashed cassavas and 
green bean casserole.  Phebe Hospital 
had special cause to give thanks this 
year for new washing machines and 
dryers, recently received on a container 
from GHM.  These replace a machine 
that broke before the emergence of Eb-
ola in Liberia in 2014. Phebe Hospital’s 
laundry crew is pictured with Dr. Jeffer-
son Sibley the day before Thanksgiv-
ing, celebrating their first successful 
day of using the new machines.  

As we approach the end of 2016, we 
thank you for supporting the work of 
GHM and the Shipping Ministry.  God 
is good, always!

A Liberian Thanksgiving
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In 2006, representatives of a family of former missionaries to Madagascar began 
discussions with Global Health Ministries about a multi-faceted initiative focused on 
the impoverished and hunger-stricken Southeastern, or Anosy, region of Madagascar.  
The following year AVIA began with the mission of “Proclaiming Christ’s love for all 
and His call to serve, drawing upon the full range of community resources to give the 
poor the tools they need to build and sustain healthy lives, families and villages.”

AVIA is part of an increasing emphasis for GHM on holistic village development in 
several countries, developing primary health care in rural areas under the leadership 
of local people.  For years requests have come from around Madagascar for GHM to 
expand these efforts into other regions.

AVIA has succeeded by many measures. Over 80 villages are now defecation-free 
zones because of AVIA’s teaching on latrine use and construction. Today, many of 
these villages are spontaneously promoting the use of latrines in neighboring villages.  
Healthy practices like hand washing, use of mosquito nets, seeking pre and postnatal 
care, nutritional eating habits, and farming techniques that increase harvests 3 to 5 
times are all benefits that AVIA has set in motion in and around Fort Dauphin.  Further-
more, in many villages the “change agents,” are Lutheran catechists, trained at the 
local Bible School (Manatantely) who promote healthy practices as tangible witness 
to God’s love.  There is so much to celebrate!

Nonetheless, GHM noted problems in the local management of AVIA.  A thorough review, including multiple on-site visits 
and audits, have led GHM to cease direct support for AVIA.  This situation is disappointing, yet at the same time we continue 
to build on AVIA’s successes and expand the witness.  Plans are underway:

• To expand community health methods into rural health clinics, tobys, and Ejeda Hospital   
• To develop a one-year Public Health certificate program for nurses at the Lutheran School of Nursing.  Graduates 

with this certificate will be the backbone of professional leadership for community health programs across the island.
• To enhance the ministry of Manambaro Hospital and its witness to the love of Christ in the Anosy region

“Stay tuned” for developments across Madagascar. GHM is unwavering in our commitment to “helping the hands that 
heal” in Jesus’ name within this island nation.

Expanding Partnership in Madagascar
by Pastor Doug Cox

3,000 Newborn Kits!
When she was 84 years old, Rosella Nemes took on a new project.  That was 8  years ago and since then, the work of her 
hands has touched the hearts of 3,000 young women on the other side of the world.  Congratulations to Rosella and the 
Immaculate Heart Council of Catholic Women in Crosslake, Minnesota, for completing their 3,000th  Newborn Kit for GHM!  
Most items for the kits are donated, and Rosella credits many in the surrounding 
area for helping with the project, including snowbirds in Florida, Texas, and Arizo-
na who bring items back with them when they return to Minnesota. “The Lutheran 
ladies help me, too,” she says.

The gift of these kits encourages moms to seek prenatal care and return to a 
health facility after delivery to make sure all is well.  Surely these Immaculate 
Heart ladies and their friends have saved lives – a young mom in Africa who 
discovers there are complications with her pregnancy, a newborn who receives 
important immunizations. 

Rosella is proud of their kits.  Everyone gets a brand new towel (“$1.97 at Walmart 
and they’re the perfect size”), and she shares a few tips:  pick up items at the 
dollar store, and buy soap in 10-packs.  Two-gallon size Ziplocs are perfect, the 
items fit inside just right and it’s not “sloppy” when you squeeze out the air.  
 
For Christmas last year, Rosella’s niece gave her receiving blankets and onesies 
and oh, that was wonderful, she says.  GHM is grateful to the Council of Catholic 
Women at Immaculate Heart, and all who worked on these kits.  They will be 
gratefully received overseas.  Rosella says we should get ready because they’re 
starting on the next thousand!

Rosella, on the left, and Nancy, who 
knit 810 baby caps for Newborn Kits!
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New Board Member

The newest member of GHM’s Board 
of Directors leads one of our interna-
tional partner organizations.  Dr. Simon 
Zelateur Aroga Anon currently serves 
as Director of the Evangelical Luther-
an Church of Cameroon Health Sys-
tem (OSEELC).  He has served as a 
medical physician at Martin Luther Uni-
versity in Halle, Germany (1986-1996) 
and Ngaoundere Protestant Hospital in 
Cameroon (1996-1998), and later be-
came Medical Director at Ngaoundere 
Protestant Hospital. 

As an elder at Bethel Lutheran Church  
in Ngaoundere, Dr. Aroga has been 
an active volunteer, praying with and 
for fellow believers, and helping them 
in their spiritual life.   Among the skills 
and strengths Dr. Aroga brings to Glob-
al Health Ministries are his experience 
as a physician, his church leadership, 
and overseas managerial skills in a 
large healthcare system.      

El Salvador Health Program:
Impressive Expansion to Schools
The Lutheran Church in El Salvador launched its village health promoter program 
in 2008 to improve health and prevent diseases that commonly afflict the poor.  
Only thirty people were trained in 2008 in first aid and CPR, but by 2015 the 
program had equipped more than 250 health promoters across the nation. The 
program is praiseworthy for empowering a network of promoters who are now an 
extension of government preventive health initiatives. 

One of the first promoters to be trained, Nancy, was a high school student who 
organized the first school-based health committee. From that small beginning, in-
terest in establishing health education in the schools has grown.  In October, four 
high schools in the La Paz district  cel-
ebrated the completed training of more 
than 400 students!  

Pastor Tim and Sandy Iverson repre-
sented GHM in distributing certificates, 
first aid booklets and first aid kits to the 
graduates from each school.  “We ex-
pressed our sense of privilege in having 
provided grants and technical support 
in the development of this successful 
program since its inception, and we 

The health ministry of the Lutheran 
Church in El Salvador is led by Rev. 
Concepción Vanegas and her asso-
ciates, Rev. Emily Reyes and Social 
Worker Carlos Zavala,  here with Pastor 
Tim and Sandy.

congratulated the schools and youth 
for becoming a force for our God of life 
in advancing health in the schools, their 
families and communities.” 
Rev. Tim Iverson

Yes it’s that time of year for “wish lists,” 
so here’s GHM’s Christmas list for 
our partners.  These items are always 
needed by mission hospitals and clin-
ics overseas.

• Gloves & Dressings
• Syringes & Suture
• Masks & Gowns
• Disinfectants & Soap
• Blankets & Sheets
• Hospice & Newborn Kits

Please help if you can, and pray that 
we may source these items through 
local hospitals, clinics and medical dis-
tributors.  Please pray that we have 
enough volunteers in the warehouse 
to help sort the donations. And please 
give generously so we may continue 
this work in support our brothers and 
sisters overseas.  Happy Christmas!

The B-line
by Bea Haagenson

Welcome, Stephanie!
We welcome Stephanie Hope Smith, who is joining GHM as Director of Glob-
al Health Administration Partners.
 
Stephanie brings a diverse career and volunteer background, ranging from 
her current position as CEO of Global Athlete Village, a Christian nonprofit 
dedicated to mobilizing teams for contextual outreach in athletics and med-
icine, to leading volunteer teams in disaster relief, serving as International 
Hockey Sports Medicine Coordinator for the 2002 Olympics and Coordinator 
of Special Events in the 2006 and 2010 Olympics.

Stephanie also brings skills as a moderator and most recently (last week) 
moderated in the Dakota Access Pipeline controversies. Common threads 
woven throughout her experience are her ability to find innovative answers, 
be a catalyst for ideas, and to build large scale, mutually beneficial partner-
ships. Stephanie sees all that she does as 
ministry.  In her own words, “Along this jour-
ney God has been busy shaping my heart to 
beat more like His and opening my eyes to 
see people more like He sees them.”  
 
Stephanie and her family live in Minnesota 
and she will begin with us in December, with 
time to work with the founding Director of 
Global Health Administration Partners, Cin-
dy Wilke, before Cindy’s retirement at the 
end of 2016.  
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Alternative Gifts are gifts from 
the heart, sharing something 
you’re passionate about in hon-
or of someone special to you.  
GHM’s Alternative Gifts help the 
hands that heal by supporting 
our work overseas.  Go to www.
ghm.org, or call 763-586-9590. 

Sunday, December 18
2:00 p.m.

Benefit Show for GHM!
Call 763.586.9590 for tickets!

  Equip a lab

  Nursing Education


