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By Kim Dickey

I had the pleasure of meeting a 
young man named Aimé this past 
year.  He was friendly and upbeat, 
the choir director at Bevokatra 
Lutheran Church and a nursing 
student at SEFAM, the Lutheran 
School of Nursing in Madagascar.   
To get home from school, Aimé 
must travel almost 60 miles by bus 
over poor roads, then walk for two 
days before reaching his destina-
tion.  He is in his third and final year 
at SEFAM, where he is committed 

to earning his nursing certificate, despite the poverty that makes it impossible for 
his family to support him fully.

Aimé’s mother gave birth to eight children but only her four sons have survived.  
Two of his older sisters died in childbirth – a heartbreaking, preventable loss.   
Motivated by his sisters’ deaths and inspired by his faith, Aimé hopes to serve as 
a nurse in rural Madagascar. 

Aimé is one of eleven SEFAM students seeking scholarship assistance from 
GHM this year.  Each is asked to pay at least a portion of the cost to attend 
school.  Global Health Ministries has committed to provide scholarship assis-
tance for these students, as well as for students at Aira Midwifery and Nursing 
School in Ethiopia, and health workers in Tanzania.  GHM believes that all people 
should have access to healthcare and indeed, health itself.  But they don’t, and a 
shortage of trained health workers compromises health and jeopardizes lives in 
Madagascar, Ethiopia, Tanzania and many other developing countries. 

Gifts to Global Health Ministries’ Education Fund help address this gap.  A GHM 
scholarship of $330 will assure Aimé of his hope for the future.  That is the av-
erage amount needed for each GHM-supported SEFAM student to attend nurs-
ing school this year.  $1,000 can provide a Tanzanian physician with specialized 
training.  And just $50 helps train a village health worker in El Salvador or Nigeria.  
Your support matters – thank you!

Helping the hands that heal

Future Hope

Continued, page 2

The Dr. Julie Memorial Scholarship Fund
Scholarships to the SEFAM Nursing School in Madagascar are now possible 
through the “Dr. Julie Memorial Scholarship Fund,” in honor of  Dr. RAZAONAN-
DRIANINA Julie, who died of cancer just weeks before the class of 2017 graduat-
ed.  Dr. Julie, SEFAM’s Director for many years, was passionate about providing 
opportunities for young people to pursue their calling to serve others through 
medical work, and to serve the Lord through development of their gifts. 

By Pastor Doug Cox, Executive Director

“A large proportion of the 7 billion peo-
ple who inhabit our planet are trapped 
in health conditions of a century earlier. 
Many face conflict and violence…Poor 
people in developing countries contin-
ue to have common infections, mal-
nutrition, and maternity-related health 
risks, which have long been controlled 
in more affluent populations.  For those 
left behind, the spectacular advances 
in health worldwide are an indictment 
of our collective failure to ensure the 
equitable sharing of health progress.” *

We experience these observations dai-
ly at Global Health Ministries (GHM).  
So we join the rallying cry of a study 
released by Harvard University based 
on these observations.   The study 
hopes to focus stakeholders specifi-
cally on increasing equitable access to 
advancements in education for health 
professionals.  

“100 years ago, a series of studies 
about the education of health profes-
sionals, led by the 1910 Flexner report, 
sparked groundbreaking reforms… 
[that] equipped health professionals 
with the knowledge that contributed to 
the doubling of life span during the 20th 
century.”*

GHM is only a small stakeholder in fac-
ing this global challenge, but our invest-
ments in educating health leaders are a 
vital part of our mission to sustainably 
“help the hands that heal.”  

In Madagascar the SEFAM Nursing 
School, GHM-supported, is recognized 
by the Malagasy government as one 

The 100-Year Gap

Aimé at SEFAM’s 2017 graduation celebration
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Update from South Sudan
If you are a young woman in South Sudan, you are 50 times more likely to die in 
childbirth or because of complications during pregnancy than if you lived in the 
USA.  The maternal mortality rate in South Sudan is among the highest in the 
world.  The Lutheran Community Center and Clinic in South Sudan is especially 
focused on women’s and children’s health.

Two 40’ containers from GHM arrived 
in Juba with start-up equipment and 
supplies for this new clinic last Novem-
ber.  Some of you helped make that 
shipment possible. 100,000 Internally 
Displaced Persons live in the surround-
ing “Referendum Community,” many 
having returned from refugee camps 
after fleeing violence from the coun-
try’s 5-year civil war. Referendum has 
had no health clinics and indeed, very 
few services at all.  Ongoing insecurity 
makes travel into the city difficult, and 

most can’t afford the trip. This clinic is a lifeline for the many women who come for 
prenatal exams, postnatal care, and vaccinations for their children. 

Jim Noss, Consultant for GHM and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA), recently returned from a trip to South Sudan on behalf of the ELCA.  The 
ELCA helped build the Center, which consists of a Church, vocational training fa-
cilities and community center as well as a Primary Health Care Clinic.  Jim visited 
with the clinic’s only lab tech, recently diagnosed with malaria but at work anyway.  
He comes because if he weren’t there the doctors wouldn’t have access to test 
results for the 50 – 70 patients they see every day (far more than was anticipated). 
He knows this work is critically important. If people are not healthy they cannot be 
productive, and will never overcome the poverty that plagues this fledgling nation. 

Dr. Mark Jacobson and Dr. Andrew Browning led a medical team in offering the  
first Fistula Repair Camp at the clinic, in June, 2018. A total of 17 surgeries were 
performed in 5 days, while training a South Sudanese surgeon (you can find video 
highlights of the camp on the GHM website.)  A disproportionately high number 
of girls and young women in South Sudan suffer from obstetric fistulas, the result 
of a number of factors including violence against women and girls in this war-torn 
country.  The Lutheran Center will continue to strive to repair the effects of vio-
lence and injustice in South Sudan and especially to provide access to healthcare 
for vulnerable people, in Christ’s name.  We are proud to be in partnership with 
them.    

of the highest quality nursing schools 
in the country.  Over 100 students cur-
rently study nursing and laboratory 
science while SEFAM continues to ad-
vance, partnering with GHM in 2018 to 
develop a program to train community 
health nurses.  

An annual focus for GHM is scholar-
ships for midwives and nurses in Ethio-
pia.  In rural Ethiopian villages a small 
minority of the population has access 
to any health professionals.  The im-
plications for women and children are 
staggering.  

In Tanzania, Dr. Mark Jacobson contin-
ues to bring scholarships through GHM 
to train physicians, nurses, healthcare 
administrators and more.  

Village Health Workers in Nigeria, El 
Salvador, Nicaragua, and Tanzania are 
currently supported by GHM as they 
receive ongoing training and spread 
knowledge and practices for improving 
health.  

Education is indeed vital to closing 
this 100-year gap of inequity in health 
care and population health around our 
globe.  To help close the gap, GHM is 
engaged in developing paths for edu-
cating a new generation of health care 
workers at all levels.  

“Health professionals are the service 
providers who link people to technolo-
gy, information, and knowledge. They 
are also caregivers, communicators 
and educators, team members, man-
agers, leaders, and policy makers.  As 
knowledge brokers, health workers are 
the human faces of the health system.”*

This call that God has placed on our 
hearts at GHM is both a privilege and 
an awesome responsibility.  Thank you 
for sharing our call as we invest in 
educating health leaders!

* Frenk, Julio, Lincoln Chen, Zulfiqar A. 
Bhutta, Jordan Cohen, Nigel Crisp, Timo-
thy Evans, Harvey Fineberg, et al. 2010. 
Health professionals for a new century: 
transforming education to strengthen 
health systems in an interdependent 
world. The Lancet 376(9756): 1923-1958.

Agong is one smiling woman this 
morning as we make rounds.  Almost 
giddy with her joy at being dry after 
4 years of incontinence. She suffered 
from a prolonged labor 4 years ago, 
lost the baby, and began leaking urine.  
Four months ago another surgeon op-
erated on her but the operation failed 
and she was deeply depressed.  But 
today, she is nothing but smiles.  Here 
she is with our nurse Noela Richards 
and Dr. John Sabit, the medical direc-
tor of Reconciliation Lutheran Primary 
Health Care Unit.

Dr. Jacobson shared this journal entry from the Fistula Repair Camp ...

The 100-Year Gap
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Un-Tethered

My name is Kou Noweh and I am from the town of Whiepa. I am sixteen years old and was a sixth grade student ... when my 
mother tied a thin rope around my waist.  She told me if I wear the rope, I will not get pregnant. So, I kept it on at all times. 
In Liberia, if a girl becomes pregnant, she is not allowed to continue in “day” school.  She must go to a night or afternoon 
school.  Wheipa does not have an afternoon or night school, so, my mother wanted to be sure I would be able to complete 
my education.  Unfortunately, one day I discovered that I was pregnant and as my stomach grew, I was told that I could no 
longer sit in class.  My mother and I were surprised because the rope was still on my waist! When the pregnancy was five 
months I became very sick and was taken to Ganta Hospital ... I began to visit the prenatal clinic regularly and ...  now I have 
a healthy baby boy and I am thankful to the Ganta Hospital family for everything they did for me.   I learned many things: 
putting rope on the waist is not a reliable method of family planning; bringing a child into the world comes with many respon-
sibilities; and most of all, make sure you stay focused on staying in school to improve your future success. Now, when I see 
the Ganta Hospital Primary Healthcare Team in our town, I am one of the first to attend their discussions.

Dr. Sahondra, at left, is pictured with Dr. Hanitra, Director of SEFAM, the Lutheran 
Nursing School in Madagascar, and Agnes, GHM’s country representative in Mada-
gascar. Dr.Sahondra will speak at GHM’s 2018 Fall Conference October 13.

An ongoing GHAP consultation is providing executive coaching and mentoring to 
the CEO of SALFA, the healthcare system of the Lutheran Church in Madagascar.  
The three-year consultation was initiated by Dr. RASOARIMANANA Sahondra, 
who asked for administrative consulting assistance for SALFA when she assumed 
leadership of the organization in 2017.  As CEO of SALFA, Dr. Sahondra has re-
sponsibility for 9 hospitals as well as urban dispensaries and rural health centers 
spread throughout the country. 

Dr. Nesa Joseph, MHA, Ed.D., and Elizabeth George, MBA, MSW, bring extensive 
experience to the GHAP team.  They have assisted Dr. Sahondra with a detailed 
review of the internal audit she initiated last year, and whose findings supported 
the improved financial position of SALFA.   Their work together includes devel-
oping actions for implementing SALFA’s Strategic Plan, Financial Management 
training, coaching for the leadership team and team building, working through 
By-Law issues and strengthening relationships between SALFA, the hospitals, 
Governance Board and synods of the Malagasy Lutheran Church. 

Most recently, Nesa and Elizabeth served as Retreat Leaders for a gathering of 
40 SALFA Medical Directors and  Administrators  from  all  over Madagascar.  
They were joined on the second day by the Governance Board, including the na-
tional Bishop, his leadership team and several Synod Presidents.  Topics ranged 
from how to prepare a hospital department’s budget to the difference between 
leadership and management, and Board Member roles and responsibilities.

Nesa commented that Dr. Sahondra is a “committed and dedicated Director Gen-
eral with a sense of vision and strategic directional thinking,” and he and Elizabeth 
are, in turn, committed to continue building the kingdom of God through GHM’s 
partnership with the vital healing ministry of SALFA.

This letter, shared from Ganta Hospital’s spring newsletter, is a moving testament to the importance of education – not only 
education in a classroom, but also through community health workers who share vital information in villages served by many 
of our partners.  Ganta is a mission hospital in northeast Liberia that has received medical supplies from GHM.

GHAP in MadagascarThe B-line
By Bea Haagenson
As a former missionary it’s a special joy 
to see a shipping container filled and 
on the way to a place where everything 
in that container is so badly needed. 
Imagine boxes and boxes of medical 
supplies that would have been discard-
ed unless someone said, “They really 
need some medical supplies in Camer-
oon. Let’s save all these perfectly good 
gloves, bandages etc. from a misera-
ble end in a landfill.” 
 
So that’s one part of the GHM story. 
Another important part is the small 
army of dedicated volunteers who 
show up at the GHM warehouse week 
after week and sort, fix, clean and pack 
boxes, each one a valuable gift to one 
of our partner hospitals or clinics. 

Are you reading this and wondering 
how you can become part of the ex-
citement?  It’s easy even if you are not 
located in the Twin Cities area. Visit our 
website, www.ghm.org, where you will 
find inspiring stories, projects you can 
support, instructions for assembling 
Newborn and Hospice Kits and how to 
roll bandages, a phone number to call 
if you have questions (we love to hear 
from you), and more. 

Let’s say you decide to get involved by 
assembling some kits, either individu-
ally, or as a group. Please follow the 
instructions exactly, and please ask 
questions if you are not sure. As al-
ways it’s our goal to send the very best.
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S a v e  t h e  D a t e

S a t u r d a y ,  9 : 0 0  a m  -  1 : 0 0  p m  
C a l v a r y  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  
7 5 2 0  G o l d e n  V a l l e y  R o a d  

G o l d e n  V a l l e y ,  M N  
 

K e y n o t e  S p e a k e r  D r .  R A S O A R I M A N A N A  S a h o n d r a  
C E O  o f  S A L F A ,  

t h e  L u t h e r a n  H e a l t h c a r e  S y s t e m  i n  M a d a g a s c a r


