
Welcome GHAP’s New Director, Stephanie Smith 

I have begun the exciting orientation/onboarding process to learn about GHM and GHAP, and look 
forward to more intensive training with Cindy throughout December. On November 14 I had a 
wonderful time learning about the roots and vision of this amazing ministry; it served as a true 
confirmation that I am investing my energies and experience to help build capacity in a program that is 
critical to helping health partners fulfill their mission. I'm so pleased that Cindy has agreed to help guide 
and support this transition and to serve as a resource – what an invaluable gift! 
 
As I join this team, I want to speak to those consultants who might have concerns about change and 
about what is next for GHAP. First, I recognize how critical consultants are to this mission and I am so 
thankful for your unique gift, experience, and expertise; I acknowledge how successful this program has 
been since its inception because of visionaries like Cindy, the GHAP Board and all of you who have 
served as consultants or part of a planning team. Second, I invite you to create this future together. I can 
clearly see how YOU are the key to the continued success of this program. I humbly ask that you double-
down your commitment to this work and help me learn about the sites and about your specific skill 
sets. Please share your connections and stories about your experiences so that I may be more effective 
in my position as I join what God is clearly at work already doing. I look forward to meeting you, praying 
with you, and serving with you. 

Next I want to speak to our Partners. We will continue to build this program to serve your needs and 
enhance your governance, leadership and management practices. GHAP is an important part of GHM’s 
strategic plan and is valued by our GHM Board and Partners. Thank you for the warm welcome I've 
already received...hopefully we can meet face to face soon! 
 
 
BIO: 
 
"Stephanie will begin this position in December, bringing a diverse career and volunteer background, 
ranging from her recent position as the CEO of Global Athlete Village, a nonprofit dedicated to 
mobilizing teams for contextual outreach in athletics and medicine, to leading disaster relief volunteer 
teams, serving as Winter Olympic Sports Medicine Coordinator, and Coordinator of Special Community 
Events along the 2006 and 2010 Olympic Torch Route.  She is a state registered mediator who has used 
these skills to create dialogue for creative problem solving for issues related to Sacred Sites, 
environmental protection and indigenous rights. 
  
Some common threads woven throughout her experience are her ability to find innovative answers, be 
a catalyst for ideas, and to build large scale, mutually beneficial partnerships. Stephanie sees all that she 
does as ministry.  In her own words, “Along this journey God has been busy shaping my heart to beat 
more like His and opening my eyes to see people more like He sees them.”   

 


