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Celebrating a New Era in Mission: Give to the Kairos Mission Appeal

I recently had the opportunity to 
travel to Madagascar to meet many 
of our partners in that beautiful 
country.  I flew into the capital, 
Antananarivo, where I was met by 
Agnes Rasamimampianina, Global 
Health Ministries’ representative 
in Madagascar and National Coor-
dinator of our AVIA project (Anosy 
Villages Integrated Actions).  Agnes 
came to GHM from the Malagasy 
Lutheran Church, where she worked 
for 20 years.  Her background is 
social work, and her passion is com-
munity development work.  She 
said joining GHM was like “open-
ing the windows wide, letting in 
the fresh air.”  She continues to 
see windows being opened through 
GHM’s work in Madagascar.

AVIA’s health education work is 
critical to reducing malaria in the 
country's Southern region.  Im-
proved sanitation reduces mosquito 
breeding grounds.  People are taught 
about the importance of bed nets and 
how to use them.  The incidence of 
malaria in Madagascar has been cut 
in half over the last several years, 
but that is not true for every popula-
tion segment.  Diseases like malaria 
and tuberculosis disproportionately 
impact the poor.  Doctors with SAL-
FA shared with me that the size of a 
person’s house can affect tuberculo-

Malaria Prevention in Madagascar
sis rates.  Poor people in Madagas-
car live too closely together in small 
homes.  Proximity to infected fam-
ily members spreads the disease.

Agnes accompanied me to the 
Fort Dauphin Clinic and Manam-
baro Hospital, part of SALFA, the 
healthcare system of the Malagasy 
Church.  Agnes stopped in the clinic 
lab for a quick malaria test.   I asked 
the staff how prevalent malaria is in 

their area, and learned the number 
of cases is down significantly.  New 
drugs are more effective, and can 
be used for longer periods of time 
without damaging patients’ eyes.  
The quick blood test that Agnes had 
has led to earlier detection, which 
also results in more effective treat-
ment.   A national distribution pro-

gram of free insecticide-treated bed 
nets has been critical, although po-
litical instability and lack of fund-
ing have sometimes interrupted that 
program, reversing progress until 
distribution can be resumed.  AVIA 
works in partnership with SALFA 
and government health ministries 
to distribute bed nets to villages 
in the Anosy area of southeastern 
Madagascar.   AVIA has distributed 
free bed nets to many village fami-
lies, with children and pregnant 
women a priority.  Unfortunately 
in some villages, says Agnes, she 
finds the fathers take the nets to 
use as fishing nets. They know ma-
laria is a possibility, but they also 
know their children need to eat.

We learned that same afternoon that 
Agnes’ malaria test was negative.  
She and her staff continue working 
hard to empower villagers to  take 
responsibility for improving the 
health and well-being of their fami-
lies and communities. Recently they 
have been invited to expand into 
additional villages.  Gifts to Global 
Health Ministries’ AVIA (# 48IV-
G0001) will enhance the reach and 
impact of this effective program, 
and increase our capacity to fulfill 
our mission of continuing the heal-
ing ministry of Jesus Christ.          
          by Kim Dickey

Agnes educating children 
about malaria prevention

Kairos Appeal Begins New Era in Mission
A joyful dinner gathering of Global Health Ministries' supporters at Calvary Lutheran Church in Golden Valley was 
the setting for the kick-off of the Kairos Mission Appeal on May 28th.  Guest speaker and former missionary to 
Cameroon and CAR, Jim Noss, lifted up the image of the poor who, for lack of hope, comfort one another over the 
all-too-common death of infants with the words, "Don't cry, it's only a baby."  According to Executive Director, Rev. 
Tim Iverson, it is precisely to prevent such tragedies and sustain the healing ministry of Jesus for the "least of these" 
whom Jesus loves, that the appeal is being held.  "We have done many things well over the years," Iverson said, 
"and those traditional services of shipping and grants will continue, but we have learned they are often not enough.  
At its heart, the Appeal seeks to underwrite a 'new era in mission,' involving the addition of support to our partner 
Lutheran Church health care programs to develop sustainability and effectiveness in management, and achieve 
measureable improvements in community health.”  Iverson concluded with prayer,   "Oh Lord God, You have set us 
apart for the mission of continuing the healing ministry of Jesus, and have given us joy in this work begun in your 
name.  With faith in Jesus Christ, and by Your calling, a new work of the Kairos Mission Appeal is now begun."       
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The B-line
      by Bea Haagenson      

Global Health Ministries is many 
things.  Last month GHM was in 
the publishing business, reprint-
ing a popular textbook, Handbook 
for Health Personnel in Liberia, 
which  grew out of a project at 
Curran Lutheran Hospital in Zor-
zor, and is used for training clinic 
personnel in simplified diagnosis, 
treatment and prevention, covering 
illnesses found in Liberia.  Much 
of the book is devoted to preven-
tion of illness, health education 
and environmental sanitation.   

Dr. Paul Mertens, who has served 
as a health-
care consul-
tant in Libe-
ria since the 
1960s, first 
wrote the 
book in 1979.  
Copies con-
tinue to be 
d i s t r ibu ted 

among many 
partners in Liberia, helping with 
training of physician assistants, 
nurses and midwives, and now men-
tal health clinicians as well.  Some 
will go to staff and graduating stu-
dents at the nursing schools at Phebe 
and Curran Lutheran Hospitals.  

News from Liberia …

What is new at the warehouse?
At GHM we take pride in our mis-
sion and in doing our best for the 
countries and people we serve. 
To help with that we make sure that 
volunteers get acquainted with the 
process of receiving, sorting and 
p a c k i n g 
meaning-
ful and 
n e e d e d 
supplies 
that are 
destined 
for our 
overseas 
partners. 
A volunteer, Shobhana Rao and 
and her son, Anirudh, have cre-
ated a PowerPoint presentation 
especially for new volunteers, but 
also to help us old timers with con-
sistency and accuracy.
 
Do we really need to be taught 
how to pack a box? Maybe not, 
but if we all do it the same way 
we avoid errors that can be 
frustrating and time-consuming. 
Thank you Shobhana and Ani!
So if you are thinking of volun-
teering, but concerned  you may 
not know how things are done, be 
assured, this will be a big help, 
in addition to our many experi-
enced volunteers and staff who 
are eager to help you get started.
From the B-line mailbox:
Q. We are having a mission event 
this spring and would like to fea-
ture Global Health Ministries. Do 
you have materials we can use?

A. Yes, GHM has DVDs, dis-
plays, brochures, and speakers 
who can attend your event. So 
whether you are planning a mis-
sion day, women’s (or men’s) rally, 
looking for a project like Hospice 
Kits - always in great demand, or 
even looking ahead to VBS, yes 
we can help. Just give us a call 
and let us know what you need. 
Q. Do bandages have to be white?

A. Yes, only white bandages are ac-
ceptable. See the B-line in the Feb-
ruary Newsletter.

With warmer days ahead our grass 
will grow and maybe you are the 
person who would enjoy keep-
ing our small green area beautiful. 
Please contact Scott at GHM if you 
are interested in this labor of love.

The B-line appreciates questions 
from our readers. They can be sub-
mitted to Bea Haagenson at GHM.

Thousands of people in Central 
African Republic have fled to 
neighboring countries as violence 
between Christians and Muslims 
continues to tear that country apart.  
African peacekeepers have man-
aged to move several thousand 
Muslim refugees from CAR to 
Cameroon.  Recently a BBC News 
reporter traveled with a group of 
Rwandan soldiers escorting Mus-
lims out of CAR.  Christian mili-
tias attacked the group with guns 

News from Cameroon . . .

Prayers for CAR
We cannot begin to understand 
the darkness that continues to en-
velop Central Africa Republic.  We 
watch the news closely, as we’re 
sure you do, especially concerned 
about Emmanuel Health Center at 
Gallo Village.  Emmanuel is a joint 
project of GHM, Lutheran Part-
ners in Global Ministry and ELCA 
Global Mission, as well as com-
panion synods of the ELCA.  Em-
manuel continues to function and 
is critically important to the health 
of people in the Gallo region.  Staff 
and patients there have not been 
harmed, but the situation remains 
dangerous.  Your prayers and sup-
port are needed (# 10EM-P0001).

and machetes, killing a number 
of Muslims and wounding others.   
The wounded were taken to Garoua 
Boulai Lutheran Hospital,  across 
the border from CAR in Cameroon.

In an interview with the reporter, 
Dr. Solofo, the Medical Direc-
tor at Garoua Boulai, confirmed 
that they had received 12 injured 
patients, most of whom had been 
shot.  “Unfortunately,” accord-
ing to the doctor, “our x-ray ma-
chine does not work so we cannot 
remove the bullets.”  GHM has 
addressed this urgent need, and 
replacement parts will soon be 
hand-carried to Cameroon to com-
plete repair of the x-ray machine.  

Garoua Boulai is one of GHM’s 
long-time partners in Cameroon.   
Like other Lutheran mission hospi-
tals, it remains a light in the dark-
ness, offering care and healing to 
all of God’s people. GHM con-
tinues to support our partners in 
Cameroon, sharing our resources, 
repairing and replacing medical 
equipment like Dr. Solofo’s x-ray 
machine.  With help from a grant 
provided by Alliance for Global 
Good, construction is just begin-
ning on an expansion of the oper-
ating room facilities at Ngaoundere 
Lutheran Hospital.  We hope to 
complete that work this summer.  
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Zimbabwe: A 40’ container ar-
rived in Odzi, Zimbabwe, filled 
with items sent in partnership with 
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church in 
Anoka, MN.  Mt. Olive supports 
a Christian ministry in Zimbabwe 
that reaches out to marginalized 
communities, vulnerable children, 
people with disabilities, widows 
and people living with HIV/Aids.  
They are grateful for the gifts of 
medical supplies, wheelchairs and 
crutches, sheets and blankets and 
equipment.  The 40 ft. container 
will be transformed into an "in-
fo-hut," an internet cafe to teach 
youth social media and life skills.

CAR/Cameroon: Packed among 
the surgical table and lights, birth-
ing beds, dental chairs, vital signs 
monitors and infant incubators 
were 22 motorcycle helmets sent 
by women from Skjeberg Luther-
an Church in Drayton, ND.  The 
helmets will be used by evange-
lists and pastors to safely travel 
the dirt roads in Central African 
Republic.  This 40’ container was 
sent to Ngaoundere, Cameroon in 
support of  three Lutheran hospi-
tals and 14 health centers.  Dental 
and eye clinics in Cameroon will 
also benefit from this shipment.

Your financial gifts as well as gifts of donated items for these shipments help us complete these 
projects and make a difference in these places.  Each container has a shipping budget, but unexpected costs such 
as those caused by customs delays can impact those budgets. Gifts to GHM’s general fund help us cover those 
unexpected costs.  Our partners are grateful.  “Thank you so much for what you have done for our hospitals,” 
says Dr. Simon Aroga, OSEELC Director, Lutheran Church in Cameroon.  “May God continue blessing you!"

Where in the World is GHAP …

Shipping News …
Three GHM shipments, with medical equipment and supplies valued at more than $320,000, all 
arrived at their destinations on the same day in February.  Teresa Obwaya, GHM Consultant in 
Nigeria, shared the excitement when she proclaimed the 26th “our great day when we opened the container!” 

Global Health Administration 
Partners (GHAP) works with our 
partners overseas to enhance their 
governance, leadership and man-
agement practices, building their 
capacity and viability.  A team of 
volunteers skilled in healthcare 
management starts by visiting the 
partner personally to assess needs 
and opportunities. Ron Ommen 
and Bob Colbert recently returned 
from GHAP’s first consultation 
this year, which was in Nigeria. 
The purpose of that consultation 
was to work with leaders of the Lu-
theran Church of Christ in Nigeria 
(LCCN) to identify ways to create 
a more sustainable health system.

Bob, a former finance director for 
Luther Seminary, brings expertise 
in both finance and marketing. Ron 

holds a master’s degree in health-
care administration and is a former 
hospital CEO.  Based on their ob-
servations, they were able to pro-
vide recommendations to LCCN 
on governance and leadership, 
revenue generation and cost con-
trol – all key elements to enhanc-
ing financial sustainability.  They 
will continue to work with their 
colleagues in Nigeria over the next 
several years, building relation-
ships as they walk with them, serv-
ing as mentors, monitoring their 
progress against objectives and 
providing training when needed.

Nigeria is the first destination for 
GHAP this year.  Another team will 
visit the dispensaries of the Central 
Diocese in Tanzania, and several 
teams will be assessing needs of 

the health systems of the Lutheran 
Church in Tanzania and also in Mad-
agascar. We are grateful for your fi-
nancial gifts to the Kairos Appeal, 
which are enabling GHM to en-
hance the effectiveness and sustain-
ability of our partners’ healthcare 
programs by doubling the number 
of GHAP consultations this year.

Nigeria: Customs clearance and 
regulations delayed this ship-
ment but it has now arrived in 
Nigeria, filled with basic medical 
supplies, solar and hand-powered 
equipment. Solar-powered micro-
scope lights and hand-crank cen-
trifuges along with the other items 
sent by GHM will renew capac-
ity of rural dispensaries to deliver 
primary care for the Lutheran 
Church in Nigeria.  A new air com-
pressor (pictured above) for the 
Nigeria well rehabilitation water 
project was also sent in this con-
tainer.

Clerk in Nigerian Church Clinic
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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New Warehouse Manager / Volunteer 
           Coordinator Joins GHM

John Scheck recently joined the staff 
at Global Health Ministries, serv-
ing as our new Warehouse Manager 
/Volunteer Coordinator. He looks 
forward to learning how best to an-
swer the needs of our partner hospi-
tals and health centers overseas for 
medical supplies and equipment.

John first became aware of GHM more 
than a decade ago, serving as a youth 
director at local congregations here in 
the Twin Cities looking for meaning-
ful opportunities for youth to engage 
in global mission. His groups were in-
volved in many GHM activities over 
the years, including sorting medical 
supplies, folding hospital linens, in-
specting newborn and hospice kits, 
boxing and inventorying supplies, 
building pallets, and packing 20’ and 
40’ containers for shipment overseas. 
John brings to GHM much experience 
in volunteer management, and is cer-
tified with the Minnesota Association 

for Volunteer Administration. John 
has a BA from the University of 
North Dakota and an MA from the 
University of St. Thomas. Please 
join us in welcoming John to our 
GHM family.  We pray that his 
presence and servant leadership 
will strengthen this vital minis-
try, helping the hands that heal!

Help the Hands That Heal at 
Global Health Ministries:  You; 
you and your family and friends; 
you and your church group; you are 
all invited to be the hands that put 
the supplies into the hands of doc-
tors and missionaries throughout the 
world.  Join us in that effort by vol-
unteering to sort medical supplies, 
receive and inventory supplies, or 
do warehouse maintenance, car-
pentry or clerical work.  You have 
a skill that can be put to work that 
directly impacts the healthcare of 
the world’s poorest people.  Train-
ing is provided.  The warehouse 
is open Monday to Friday from 
8 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Tuesday 
evenings from 5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  
Special appointments for groups 
can be made on Saturdays. To vol-
unteer, please contact John Scheck, 
Warehouse and Volunteer Man-
ager at 763-586-9590 or e-mail at 
JohnScheck@ghm.org.  Thank you 
for lending your hearts and hands to 
our spiritual and life-saving mission!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

John Scheck


